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WITH 
Notes, and a Preface, 
Upon the | 
Sixth Chapter of St. F O H N. 


SHEWING, 


That there is. neither good Reaſon, nor ſufficient 
Authority, to ſuppoſe that the Euchariſt is dil- 
courled of in that Chapter, much leſs to infer 
the Do&trine of Tranſubſtantiation from it. 


Verily verily T ſay unto you, Except ye eat the Fleſh of the 
Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye have no Life in 
70u. Verl. 53. | 
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SIR, 

"J 1S not for nothing that we are defired to read 
l the Sixth Chapter of St. John every day. 1 

» have engaged my Thoughts with what attention 

1 can, upon thoſe Paſſages between the 5 1 and 61 Verſes , 
and the more I conſider them, the more favourably they 
ſeem to-me to look upon that Opinion, that the very Fleſh 
of Chrift is eaten i the Sacrament. TI know not what to 
fay to this, that though the Jews underſtood Chriſt's 
Words, of eating his very Fleſh, and be ſaw plainly enough 
that they did ſo; yet he went on inthe [ame ſtrain of Ex- 
preſsions, Verily verily I ſay unto you, Except ye 
eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his 
Blood, ye have no Life in you. I know you told 
me, that theſe Paſſages are not to. be interpreted of the 
Sacrament ; and that there is no mention in them of any 
outward and viſible Signs ; which are neceſſary to a Sacra- 
ment. But T have heard that the Church, always thonght 
theſe words to be . ſpoken of. the Sacrament. And beſides, 
though there be no mention of a Sacrament, yet if Chriſt's 
[a] words 
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words enfore this, that the natural ſubſtance of his Fleſh 
muſt be properly eaten by us, it will follow that it muſt be 
thus eaten in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood, unleſs 
we could tell how or where elfe it is to be done, 1 would be 
glad to ſee ſuch a Paraphraſe upon this Chapter, as you 
ſpeak of, which would belp to make all appear plain. And 
it were well if others might ſee it too, and thereby ſee this 
at leaſt, that you are ſo well ſatisfied with your own Rea- 
ſons, that you are not afraid ta let thoſe judg of them that 
are otherwiſe perſuaded. 5M 
I am, &c. 


A 


——_— 
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Y OU aredeſfired to read the 6th Chapter of St. Johz”s 
Goſpel every day ; and this I doubt not, for the ſake 
of that part of it between Y. 51, and V. 61 ; which ſeems 
to require eating the Fleſh, and drinking the Blood of Chriſt 
inthe proper ſenſe. And here I make no queſtion your 
Thoughts were cloſey engaged. But perhaps you have 
not applied that attention to the reſt of the Chapter, 
which you gave to that part where the difficulty lies, and 
then no wonder that the difficulty {till remains. For I be 
leave to put you in mind, once more, that the true Gals : 
of thoſe- difficult Paſſages, as you count them, 1s to be 
gained by obſerving their connexion with all the reft. And 
therefore to that Requeſt, that you would often read the 
6th Chapter of St. Fohs, which I oc to be a 
reaſonable Requeſt, I muſt add another as reaſonable as 
that, which is, that you would not only often read, but 
C= 
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likewiſe often conſider the whole Chapter, and mind our Sa- 
viour's deſign in it: That you would therefore obſerve 
what ſort of People he had to do with, and what was the 
occaſion of this Converſation between him and them : 
what was the fundamental Cauſe of their Prejudices a- 
gainſt him ; and with what, Arguments and Applicati- 
ons he laboured to remove thoſe Prejudices. | 
For you will then find, that they were Men whoſe Bell; 
was their God, and who minded earthly things ; that they fol- 
lowed Chriſt for the Loaves; that he diſappointed their 
Hopes ; that they were angry at it, and altered their opi- 
nion of him upon it ; that their earthly-mindedneſs was 
the Reaſon why they now liked him not, but ſet them- 
ſelves to cavil at all his Sayings ; that to take them off 
from the Cares and Pleaſures of this preſent Life, he laid 
before them better and greater Things, the Means and 
Hopes of Everlaſting Life : Finally, that he calls the 
Means and Cauſes of bettering our Minds, and bringing 
us to Everlaſting Life, Meat and Drizk ; and our believ- 
ing and obeying his Dottrine, eating and drinkizg. And 
then, if Iam not deceived, you will eafily acknowledg, 
that in particular, he calls the Belief of his Death and 
Paſſion for the Sins of the World, and the faving Fruits 
of that Faith, eating his Fleſh, and drinking his Blood: And 
rhat there is no more reaſon to imagine that his Fleſh 
ſhould be eaten, and his Blood drank, in the proper and 
corporeal ſenſe, than that he ſhould make himſelf Bread 
to be caten by us, as we ule to eat Bread : But that there 
is good nat to underſtand throughout, by that eating 
and drinking which: he required, ſpiritual: Actions only, 
which the whole ſtrain of his Diſcourſe ſhews, that he 
oppoſed to that corporeal feeding which they were ſo in- 
ordinately ſollicitous for. 

I muſt for the ſame Reaſon deſire you to mind thoſe 
[as] plain 
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phin Intimations ſcattered here and there in our Lord's 
Diſcourſe; by which it is evident what he meant by ear- 
ing and drinking. He faith, V. 29. This & the ( 4) Work 
of God, that ye BELIEVE on himmwhom he hath ſent ; 
which 1s an interpretation of Y.27. (6) Labour not for the 
Meat that periſheth, b ut , &c. Again, V.35. He that BE- 
LIEVET H on me, ſhall never thirſt. And again, V. 47. 
He that BELIEVET H on me, hath Everlaſting Life. 
So likewiſe Y.36. and V. 40. This, I fay, is fit tobe mind- 
ed. For when not only the occaſion he had to uſe theſe 
Terms of eating and drinking, (which was their follow- 
ing him for their Bellies) ſhews theſe Terms to be allu- 
five; but (as if that were not enough) he likewiſe ad- 
ded, now and then, the plain and proper meaning of thoſe 
Allufions ; it muſt, I think, be a wilful miſtake in him 
that attends to this, to interpret thoſe Expreffions as if 
they were not alluſive. 


Nor is this all ; for you may pleaſe to conſider alſo, that 


* when our Saviour found ſome of his Diſciples to under- 


ftand him as the Carnal Fews did, he thought fit, for more 
abundant ſatisfa&tion, to explain his meaning once for all, 
V. 62,63. as you will find by the enſuing Paraphraſe and 
Notes. 

As forour Saviour's repeatingthoſe Expreſſions at which 
the Jews had already taken offence; you may conſider, 
that Y. 51. he added, thatexpreſſion of drinking his Blood, 
to that of eating his Fleſh; which was a more plain inti- 
mation - as —_— _ which he was to ſuffer for 
us, than that former ſaying, of giving hu Fleſh for the Life 
of the World. And 4 So he ke © ſtill ud fntel 
yet he repreſented what kind of Death he was to ſuffer, 
more fully than he- had done before. But perhaps you 


are 


(4) igyy. (b) ipatttok. 
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are at a loſs why he continued to ſpeak allufively at all; 
when he found that he was fo groſly miſutiderſtood. And 
then I anſwer, as I have done: in the Notes apon that 
place, that I am not obliged to ſay m5" Hiphore our 
Saviour's reaſon was for that. But, beſides what you wHl 
findthere, it may be ſaid, that ſometimes it well becomes | 
a Man of Wiſdom and Authority, when he finds -his | 
words perverted by cavilling People, to repeat them again, 
and thereby to ſpeak his own Aſſurance, that-they did 
not drop unadyiſedly from him, and that *tis not his own, 
but his Hearers Fault, that he is miſunderſtood. And this 
is the more reaſonable to be ſaid in the preſent caſe, if the 
Jews wilfully perverted our Saviour's words to that abſurd 
{ſenſe of eating his Fleſh with their Teeth, as 'tis proba- 
bly they did ; and that becauſe his Exprefſions were plain- 
ly alluſive, and becauſe alſo the Alluſion was now and 
then explain'd, as I ſhewed before. What inconvenience 
is it therefore to ſuppoſe that our Lord perceiving that his 
Divine Diſcourſes and Exhortations, had but hardned 
them in a Spirit of Contradiaion, did not think himſeif 
bound to uſe preſently the utmoſt plainneſs of words for 
the ſake of Men, to whom he had ſpoken plainly enough 
already, if any good were to be done upon them. But tor 

( rther ſatisfaction in this Matter, IT refer you once more 
to the Paraphraſe and Notes, which are already finiſhed, 
and where ſome little light is given to thoſe Paſſages 
which may ſeem obſcure; enough, I hope, to lead you 
out of all danger of ſuſpeting thoſe words of our Savi- 
our, V. 51, &c. to enforce that the Subſtance of his Fleſh 
mult be eaten by us, either i Or ot of the Sacrament. 

It ſeems I told you, that theſe Paſſages were not to be 
underſtood of the Sacrament ; I ſhould have added, that 
becauſe they ſignify thoſe things which are ſignified in the 
Sacrament, that they may be very aptly applied to the Sa- 

| Crament, 
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crament, eſpecially in Exhortations to Devotion ; nay, 
and that there are ſome caſes in which a Man may argue 
from the one to the other, and ſome Queſtions to which 
both the one and the other give equal 1:ght : which may 
very well be, and yet it will by no means foll- w, that 
theſe words .are primarily to be underſtood of ti.c Eucha- 
riſt. And this Opinion 1 cannot deliver up, merely be- 
cauſe you have heard that the Church always held the 
contrary. No Man, I believe, hasa greater reg rd to the 
conſtant and univerſal Tradition of the Church chan my 
{elf. But then I do not think my ſelf bound to believe 
that the Church has always held this or that, becauſe this 
and that Man tells me ſo. For if a Man can ſpeak, and 
bas a Cauſe to ſerve, *tis as eaſy to ſay, Thus ſaith the 
Church, as to ſay, Thus ſaith the Scripture. I remember 
indeed, that our Country-man, Nzcholas Sanders tells us, 
That (c) to deny theſe words to be underſtood of the Eucha- 
riſt, \is contrary to the Inſtruction and Authority of all Anti- 
guity. And Maldonate ſays, That (d) all the Ancient Fa- 
thers acknowledg it. And others ſay the ſame thing; and 
it &ems you have -heard.ir. Now this 1s but a cuſtom of 
ſpeaking, which ſome Men have.gotten : For I am well 

aſſured rhat all the Fathers were not of their mind. 
Clemens Alexandrinus (e) ſuppoles theſe Expreſſions, to 
eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and .to drink his Blood, to be as fi- 
curative as that of .St. Paul, to feed with Milk ;, and tells 
us, upon this occaſion, that the word is variouſly allegori- 
zea, being called Meat, and Fleſh, and Nouriſhment, and 
| Bread, 


(c ) Nic. Sanderus de Euchar. p. 23. 
{ 4 ) Vialdon. in Joan. 6. E 
( e) 5795 TNMoxas aMyyeteTxi 0 AGYO-, #, Epapucy, x, capt, 
= \ % 23/ % \ n c! c ” » > 
x, 104% Ky Af G-, 3 Hips Hy YENC, * ATRYTE 0 KUpIQ- 65 OW 
7.000 KGY 7 aSHUTH TWETSEVHSTROY, Padag. :b.1.C.6. p.105. Parif 
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Bread, and Blood, and Milk ; and that our Lord is All theſe 
things for our enjoiment who believe in Him. Now Iam 
perſuaded you will not ſay that this Father interpreted 
the words under debate of the Euchariſt. | 
Tertullian, to ſhew that theſe words, the Fleſh profireth 


nothing, do not make againſt the Reſurreftion of the Fleſh, 


faith, (f) That we are to be diretted to the foe of what is 
ſaid by the ſubjett Matter of it. For becauſe they thought 
his ſaying hard and intollerable, as if he intended his Fleſh 
[bould be truly eaten by them; he to ſhew that the Cauſe of Life 
and Salvation was ſpiritual, premiſed this, 'That the Spirit 


 quickneth ; azd then added, The Fleſh profiteth nothing, 


that is, in reſpet of quickning. And thew he ſhews what he 
means by the Spirit. "The words that I ſpeak unto you, 
they are Spirit, and they are Life. As he had ſaid alſo 
before, He that heareth my words, and believeth in him 
that ſent me, hath Eternal Life, and ſhall not come 


into Condemnation, but hath paſſed from Death to Life.. 


Therefore making his Word to be the quickning Principle ; 
ſince his Word us Spirit and Life, he called his Word alſo his 


own Flefh ; for the Word was alſo made Fleſh : and therefore 
| i 
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(f) Sic etſt carnem ait nihil prodeſſe, ex materia didi dirigendus eſt 
ſenſus. Nam quia durum & intolerabilem exiſtimaverunt ſermonem 
£jus, quali vere Carnem ſuam 1llis edendam determinaſſet, ut in Spi- 
ritum difponeret ſiatum falutis, przmiſit, Spiritus eſt qui viviticat, atqz 
ita ſubjunxit,Caro nihil prodeſt,ad viviticandum ſcilicet, Exequitur eti- 
am quid velit intelligi ſpiritum. Verba quz locatus ſum vob's Spiri- 
tus ſunt, Vita fant, Sicut & ſupra, qui audit Sermones meos & credit 
in eum qui, &c. Itaq; Sermonem conſtituens vivificatorem, quia Spij- 
- ritus & Vita Sermo, eundem etiam Carnem ſuam dixit, quia & fermo. 
Caro erat Factus, proinde in cauſam Vitz Appetendus & devorandus 
Auditu, & ruminandus intele&u, & Fide digerendus. Nam & pau- 
lo ante Carnem fuam Panem quogqz Caleftem pronun:iarat zurgens uſ- 
quequag) per Allegoriam, &c. Teriul. de Reſur. Carns. c. 36, 37- 


| 
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in order to Life, it i to be hungred after, and devoured by 
HEARING, and to be chewed again by the UND E R- 
STANDING, and to be digeſted by FAITH. And 
j afterwards he affirms, that our Lord'all along wrged his in- 
| tent by-an 'Alegory. So that Tertullian was lo far from 
thinking theſe Paſſages to refer to the Euchariſt, that T 
am in ſome doubt whether he underſtood them with any 
ſpecial reference tothe Death of Chri/f. 

Origen allo interprets . Fleſh and Blood in like manner : 
For, ſays he; (g/)By the Fle(h aud the Blood of his W OR D, 
44 with_pure Meat .aud Drink, he refreſbcth all Mankind. 
And Þ elſewhere hefpeaketh to the lame purpoſe. 

St, Athanaſius likewils ſeems to me to be of the ſame 
Opinion, who fpeaking of the literal ſenſe in which the 

Jews —— our Saviour, hath theſe words, (7) For 

how could his Body (uffice for ſo many to eat of, that it ſhould 
become Nouriſhment for the whole Warld? It us, ſays he, 
for this reaſon that he mentioned the Son of Mais aſcendins 
into Heaven, that he might draw them off from the Corporeal 
Notion. Which Teftimony, as it manifeſtly ſhewed his 
Judgment to.be, that our Saviour did not require the pro- 
per eating of his Natural Body ; fo it contains a very pro- 
bable Argument, that he did not underſtand thoſe words 
of eating his Sacramental Body. For if he had ſo under- 
ſtood them, it had been very accountable that rhe Body of 
Chriſt, i. e. his Sacramental Body, was ſufficient for = 
nouriſh- 


—_—_— 


(go) Carnibus enim & fanguine Verbi ſai, tanquam mundo cibo atgz 
potu reticit omne hominum genus. Orzg. in Levit. Hom. 7, T Vide 
in Matth, Tratt. 12. 7 EC 

(i) Tidoois Þ fret Th awjuce TEGS p4mv, Io #, TE KOTWS 
FEWS EUV LUSVEUTE TH US TB rf. TE Ivo A owjMhaTIONS EO Hu 
TS &ptArwon, &c. Athan. in i/lud Evangelii, Quicungz dixerit, Cc. 
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nouriſhment of the whole World. And by removing all 
Corporeal Notions of eating and drinking, he ſeemed to 
eſtabliſh only a Spiritual Notion. 

But St. Hzerom is plain and full to this purpoſe, beyond 
all contradifion, as I am perſuaded. For thus he ſpeaks, 
(k) When Jeſus ſaith, He that eateth not my Fleſh, and 
drinketh not my Blood, —_ it may be underſtood in 4a 
My#tery, ( 5.e. as I think, of the Euchariſt) yet the truer 
ſenſe is, that the Body of Chriſt, and his Blood, « the 
Word of the Scriptures, is Divine Doftrine.—And there- 
fore he continues not long after in this manner ; If when 
we hear the Word of God ; the Word of God, and the Fleſh 
of Chriſt, and his Blood is poured into our Ears, and we 
think of ſomething elſe, into how great a danger do we run? 
Afterwards comparing it to Mazna, which was faid to 

ive that Taſte to every Man which he liked beſt. $S6, 
aith he, i the Flefb of Chriſt ; which is the Word of Do- 
rine, that is, the Interpretation of the Holy Scriptures ; 
as we would have it, ſo we recerve Food. If thou art holy, 
here thou findeſt Comfort. St. Hierom could not have 
been more expreſs, if he had been to maintain this Inter- 
pretation againſt an Adverſary. 

Nor does the Paraphraſe of Eu/ebi#s come much behind 
St. Hierom's Interpretation. For he makes our Saviour's 

"bj | Expli- 
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(k) Quando dicit qui non comederit Carnem meam & biberit San= 
guinem meum, licet & in Myſterio poſlet intelligi, tamen verius Cor- 
pus Chriſti & Sanguis ejus Sermo Scripturarum eft, Doctrina Divina 
eſt, Si quando audimus Sermonem Dei z Sermo Dei, 8 Caro 
Chriſti, & Sanguis ejus'in auribus noſtris funditur, & nos aliud cogita- 
mus in quantum periculum incurrimus ? Sic & in Came Chriſti, 
qui eſt Sermo Doctrinz, hoc eſt Scripturarum SanCtarum Interpreta- 
tio, ſicut volumus ita & cibum accipimuss #ieron, Comment. wn 
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Explication, Y. 63. to run as if he had ſaid; (/) Do zot 
think that T ſpeak of that Fleſh which T carry about me, as if 
30u ought to eat that, or that I command you to drink m 

ſenſible and corporeal Blood. Tou well underſtand that the 
words which I ſpeak to you, are Spirit and Life. So that, 
as Euſebixes goes on, his Woras and Dottrines are Fleſh and 
Blood, of which whoever conftantly partakes, he beins nou- 
riſhed with Heavenly Bread, as it were, ſhall partake of the 


Heavenly Life. He that ſays this, and knows what he ſays, 


could hardly ſuppoſe that the Exchariſt was particularly 
intended by our Saviour in theſe Paſſages. 

T ſhall trouble you with no more Inſtances of this 
kind, theſe being {ſufficient to ſhew that AU the Ancients 
did not underſtand thoſe words of the Euchariſt. And 
now I will make no difficulty to grant that- the other 
Opinion is not deſtitute of all Authority, but has the 
Countenance of ſome Fathers to ſupport it. For we do 
not pretend to any ſuch privilege of ſpeaking, as to fay, 
we have All the Fathers, in a Caſe where we have not 
every One. | 

But this I muſt needs Tay, That thoſe Fathers who, as 
far as I have yet diſcovered, ſeem to ſpeak moſt expreſly 
in favour of the Sacramental Senſe, do not come up to 


the peremptorineſs and clearneſs of thoſe who are for the 
Spiritual Senſe. 


(m) St, 


(1) My Þ Thy oz pre tiv 2 £K4lLett voruiondle WA Neyav, os ov 
&uTHy toS161v, purd% TH Ha TW X, 0 hATIEOY GUpkoe TEVEY Uo Ce 
vere ue mpg Fey, oNMGE Ev Ice 61 TR GnjuarThe wa & MAKAuxa ty 
TV&Luc Et *, Gan Bar, Gge ovſer Eo TH Gnuole 2, TH5 Aoyas 
&uTE Thw oz pxce #, To ou. ov 0 perl ev Gti, omvd gm Hog 
vic TEE, 7 Sogyis we Ha owns, Euſcb.Cafarientis contra 
Marcel. de Ecclel. Theol. lib. 3. c. 12. | 
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(m) St. Cyprian underſtanding the daily Bread which 
we pray for, not only of common Food, but of the Ex- 
chariſt, applies thoſe words to it ; If any Man eateth of 
this Bread, he ſhall live for ever. And, ſays he, as *tis 
manifeſt, that * they who belong to his Body, [or Family ], 
and. having a right thereunto, communicate in the Encha- 
riſt, dolive; ſo it « to be feared, and we are to pray, leſt 
any of us being excommunicated and ſeparated from the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, ſhould be far removed from Salvation, ſince 
himſelf” uttered this threatnizg, Except ye eat the Fleſh,and. 


drink the Blood, &C. 


Now I deſire not to make leſs of theſe words than they 
imply. But yet I mult fay, that St. Cypriar ſeems, in 
theſe and in the foregoing words, which are to the ſame 
purpoſe, to interpret that Bread, which he that eateth of, 
ſhall live for ever; and the 'Fleſh and the Blood of Chriſt, 


not only of the Encharift, but of all the Means of Grace 


that are afforded to his Members in the Communion of 
his Body ; whereof, as he had reaſon, he thought the Ex- 
chariſt to be the principal, to which no excommunicated 
Perſon had right. Not to ſay that the Euchariſt might be 
here particularly mentioned, becauſe thoſe words, Except 
ye. eat, &c. have a more clear. alluſion to the Euchariſt, 
than to any other Means. Nor am TI alone 1n this Inter- 
pretation of St. Cyprian ; + For thus ſaith Priorizs, The 
Explication of this place is taken from Tertullian, Cap. 6. 
de Orat. Therefore by deſiring daily Bread, we pray for 4 
perpetual continuance in Chriſt, and to remain undivided 
from his Body. Thus alſo Rigaltius upon the place ; The 
words of God the Father, which Chriſt in the Fleſh brought 
for our Salvation, are here to be underſtood. Therefore all 

ſb 2] that 
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 ('m) Cypy. de Orat. Dom, * Qui corpus ejus attingunt, 4 Notz 
in Cypr. Pariſ, | 
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that time in which Chriſt lived among#t us in the Body, his 
Preaching, his Goſpel, us the Body and Fleſh of Chriſt. It” 
& the Croſs of Chriſt, *tis the Blood of Chriſt. With this 
Meat and Drink we Chriſtians are nouriſhed to Eternal Life. 
By which *tis manifeſt, that Rigaltizs did not underſtand 
St. Cyprian in that manner, as to abate at all of his Judg- 
ment, that the * ſpiritual ſenſe of eating and drinking, is 
to be underſtood throughout 1n the 67h of St. John. 

(n) St. Baſil is another who applies theſe words to the 
Sacrament ; not where he undertakes to give their pro- 
per meaning, but in his »zoral ColleCtions, under the 
Head of receiving the Exchariſt; which I do not ſee but 
he might do, and yet believe that the Spiritual Senſe of 
cating and drinking Chrift, was direaly intended. For, 
as I have already told you, the Euchariſt repreſents the 
Death of Chriſt, and our Spiritual feeding thereupon ; 
and theſe words in St. John ſignify what vhe Euchariſt re-| 
preſents. No wonder therefore it Chriſtian Writers, in 
{peaking of the Excharift, produce theſe words, which 
have fo near an affinity with it. And this I think they 
may do pertinently enough, without ſuppoſing that 
theſe Paſſages in St. John ſignify the Exchariſt, becauſe 
they ſignify ſome of the ſame things which the Excha- 
rift ſignifies. - 

St. Awguſtin indeed brings forth that ſaying, Except ye 
eat the Fleſh, &c. in his Diſputations againſt the Pelagi- 
«ns, ſuppoſing there, as it ſhould ſeem, that it was a di- 
re& and proper Command to receive the Excharift, under 
the penalty of damnation : And I remember, that in one 
place he urges it for the neceſſity of Communicating In- 
fants. This is fo notoriouſly known, that I ſhall not 

turn 
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* Obſerv, Galeat, in Cypr. Id. (#) Baſil, Moral. Reg. 21. * 
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turn to the places; and though I will not be poſitive, yet 
I think he is not clear for this Senſe, in any other cauſe, 
but that wherein he was engaged againſt the Pelagians. 
But there 1s this very great Prejudice againſt his Autho- 
rity in this Matter, that elſewhere, viz. out of the heat 
of that Controverſy,he gives clearly another ſenſe of theſe 
words, and {peaks of them as if they were reductive on- 
ly to rhe Exchariſt. Mark therefore what he fays ; (0) 
Therefore by this Meat and Drink, he would have 1s to under- 
ſtand the Society of his Body and Members, that t, the Holy 
Church, conſiſting of his preacſtinated, and called, and ju- 
ſtified, and glorified Saints and Faithful. And preſently 
after ; The Sacrament of this thing, that is, of the unity of 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, i in ſome places every day, in 
other places upon certain days prepared upon the Lord's Ta- 
ble, and received from the Lord's Table ; by ſome to Life, by 
ſome to Deſtruition. But the thing it ſelf, of which it is 
the Sacrament, is for Life to every Man, for Deſtruition to 
no Man, whoſoever he be that partakes of it. By which 
words It is evident, that St. Auſtiz did not here under- 
ſtand, that eating of the Fleſh, and drinking of the Blood 
of Chriſt, to which Salvation is promiſed ; of {acramen- 
zal eating, but of being incorporated into the Inviſible 
Church of Chriſt : and this, becauſe he ſays, The Sacra- 


ment 


_—_ 


(o) Hunc itaqs cibum & potum, ſocietatem vult intelligi corporis 
& membrorum ſuorum, quod eſt Sancta Eccleſia in predeliinatis 6 vo- 
catis, & juſtihcatis, & glorificatis Santis, & t:delibus eus. Hu- 
jus rei Sacramentum, id eſt, unitatis Corporis & Sanguinis Chriſti, ali- 
cubi quotidie, alicubi certis intervallis dierum in Dominica Mensa prz- 
paratur, 6 de Mens Domin'cs {umitur quibuſdam ad vitam. quibu(- 
dam ad exitiunn, Res vero ipſa cujus Sacramentum elt, omni homint 
ad vitam, nulli ad exitium quicungue <jus particeps Fuerit. Aug. 
Traft. 26, in Johan, 
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ment of this thing maybe received to Deſtruction ; and be- 
cauſe he expreſly ſays, That this Meat and Drink « the 
Society of the Body of Chriſt, conſifting of his predeſtiaa- 
ted, &c. Members. | | 
And that therefore he would not have ſcrupled to 1n- 
terpret eating by believing ; ſince 'tis Faith by which we 
are united to the Body of Chriſt, no reaſonable Man will 
queſtion, However, we have his own word for it, who 
upon that ſaying of our Saviour, This is the Work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath ſeat, Goes on thus, 
ÞT This therefore is to eat that Food which periſheth aot, but 
enZureth tro Everlaſting Life. To what purpoſe doſt thou 
make ready thy Teeth and thy Belly ? Believe, and thou haſt 
eatey, Afterwards he puts both together ; * Let him 
. come and believe, and be incorporated, that he may be quick- 
acd. | 
Which words of his are the more remarkable, becauſe 
in that place he profeſledly treats of the Expoſition of 
+ this Chapter. Where alſo upon that ſaying, He that 
eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me, and 
T iz him, he diſcourſeth thus. (p) This it is to eat that 
Food, and drink that Drink, viz. to dwell iz Chriſt, and to 


aVe 


do 
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+ Hoc cf ergo manducare cibum, non qui perit, ſed qui permanet 
in Vitam #crnam. Ut quid paras dzntes & ventrem ? Crede 6 man- 
ducafii, Id. Tra. 25, * Accedat, credat, incorporetur ut viviticetur, 
Id. Tratt. 26. | 

(p) Hccett manducare efcam illam & illum bibere potura, in Chri- 
ſto manere, & 1llum manentem in me habere, Ac per hoc, qui non 
manct in Chrifto, & in quo Chriftus non manet, proculdubio nec 
manducat {piritualiter carnem ejus nec bibit ejus ſanguine, licet carnaliter 
& vitibiliter premat dentibus Sacramenty Corporis & Sanguinis Chrittt, 
ſed magis tantx rei Sacramentum ad judicium fibi manducat & bibir, 
Guia inmundus prefumplit ad Chr:fit accedere Sacramenta, quz aliquis 
9! C20 fmt, mii qui mindus ett, 6&, Traft. 26. in Joh. 
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have Chriſt dwelling in me. And therefore he that dwelleth 
not in Chriſt, and in whom Chriſt dwelleth not, undoubtedly 
doth not ſpiritually eat his Fleſh, nor drink his Blood, al- 
though he doth carnally and viſibly preſs with his Teeth the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood; but he rather eats and 
drinks the Sacrament of ſo great a thing to his Condemna- 
tion; becauſe being impure, he nath preſumed to come to 
Chriſf”s Sacraments, which none worthily receives who is not 
pure ; of which "tis ſaid, Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for 
they fpall fee God. Whence if is manifeſt, that in St. Ax- 
ſtin's Jadgment, to eat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and to drink. 
his Blood, was to cat and drink 1t Spiritnally, lo as good and 
holy Men only do partake thereof, not all that do preſs the 
Sxcrament thereof with their Teeth. And it is further 
obſervable, that if to ea? that Food, and drink that Drink, 
be as St. A»ſtia ſays, to dwell in Chrift, and to have Chriſt 
dwell ia #s; then all holy Perſons do conſtantly eat the 
Fleſh, and drink the Blood of Chrift ; becauſe rhey ſtill 
dwell in Chrift, and Chriſt in them; but they are not 
always receiving the Sacrament, and therefore St. Au- 
ftiz could not underſtand theſe words properly of the. 
Euchariſt. | 
And that theſe were not ſudden Notions of his, ap- 
pears from this, that we find them elſewhere, and parti- 
cularly in his Book of the Cty of God, towards the end ; 
which Book he finiſhed juſt before his Death. There he 
hath theſe words; (q) For neither are they to be ſaid to 
eat 


(q) Nec ifti ergo dicendi ſunt manducare Corpus Chriſti, quoniam 
nec in Membris computand1 funt Chrifti, Ut enim alia taceam, non . 
poſſunt ſimul efle, & Mentbra Chrilti, & Membra Meretriciss Deng, 
ip{e d:cens, Qui manducat Carnem meam, & b:bit Sanguinem mean 
in me manct, 6 ego in £0: oftendit quid fit nvn Sacramento tenus,. 
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eat the Body of Chriſt, becauſe neither are they to be accoun- 
ted amongit his Members. For to omit other things, they 
cannot be both the Members of Chriſt,and the Members of an 
Harlot. Laſtly, himſelf ſaying, He that eateth my Fleſh, 
and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me, and T in him, ſheweth 
what it is to eat the Body of Chriſt, and drink his Blood, not 
by the Sacrament, but verily and indeed; for this is to dwell 
in Chriſt, ſo as that Chriſt dwelleth in him. For his ſpeak- 
ins this, was as if he had ſaid ; He that dwelleth not in me, 
and in whom I dwell not, ſhould not ſay or think that he eat- 
eth my Fleſh, or driaketh my Blood. Now the Perſons here 
ſpoken of, were Chriſtians of vicious Lives, who yet re- 
ceived the Sacrament, and continued in the Communion 
of the Church to the laſt. But ſince St. Auſtiz, denying 
that they ate the Body of Chriſt in Truth, even when the 
received the Sacrament ; does alſo aftirm, that Chriſt 
ſpake of receiving his Body in Truth only, when he ſaid, 
He that eateth my Fleſh, &c. it ſeems evidently to follow, 
that when St. Auſt1z wrote theſe Paſſages, he did not un- 
derſtand thoſe places in St. Fohn of Sacramental Eating. 
Finally, by comparing this place with the former, it 1s 
plain alſo, that ro cat and drink Chriſt Spirirzally, and to 
eat and drink him in Tr«th and Reality, was in St, Auſtin's 
Judgment all one; and conſequently that we may really 
cat the Fleſh of Chriſt, and drink his Blood, though we 
do it not corporeally, Theſe Paſſages of this Father, I 


have the rather inſiſted upon, becauſe I have affirmed in 
the 


ſed revera Corpus Chriſti manducare & ejus Sanguinem bibere 3 hoc 
elt en. m in Chritio manere, ut in 1llo maneat & Chrittus, Sic enim 
hoc d cit tanquam dicexet. Qui non in me manet, & in quo ego non 
maneo, non ſe dicat aut exiſt.met mandacare Corpus nmicuin, aut b.bexe 


Sanguinem meum. De Cvit, Des. bib. 21. c. 25. 
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the Notes, that he would not allow that a wicked Man is 
truly a partaker of the Body and Blood of Chriſt : which 
is evident from theſe Paſſages, tho I have produced them 
chiefly to ſhew what his moſt deliberate Thoughts were 
concerning the ſenſe of the ſixth Chapter of St. She 
But after all, though I verily think that I could make 
out a Title to the Conſent of AU the Fathers, with vaſtly 
more probability than thoſe who claim 1t for the other 
Opinion ; yet, ſuppoſe that they have theſe three that 
are Cited lait, and as many more as they can name with 
any colour ; What would they get by it, it notwithſtand- 
ing, theſe Fathers did not believe that the Natural Fleſh 
of Chriſt was properly eaten, and his Blood properly drank 
by the Faithful in the Exchariſt? What 1f they believed. 
the Subſtance of Bread and Wine to remain 1n the Sacra- 
ment, and that Chriſt himſelf could be fed upon by the 
Mind only ; and therefore that theſe words themſelves, 
Except ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, &c. though 
{ſpoken of the Sacrament, were not properly but figura- 
tively to be underitcod ? Tf this be ſo,they have loſt their 
main Cauſe, and have taken a great deal of pains to be 
where they were at firſt; and this Diſpute, whether the 
Church has always underſtood the Euchariſt to be directly 
intended by our Saviour in the mentioned Paſſages, is lott 
asto any Advantage that Tranſubſtantiation can get by it. 
That the Subſtance of Bread and Wine remain after 
Conſecration, is manifeſt from (xr) St. Cyprian ; and 
that Chriſt is fed upon by the Mind only,from (5s) St. Ba- 
fil ; to whom T refer you, that I may nut be over-tedious ; 
eſpecially ſince for the preſent, one Teſtimony of St. Au- 
guſtin may lerve the turn. —_— therefore theſe worn 
= [ C O 
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(r ) Epiſt. ad Czcilium, 
(s) In Efai.cap. 3. 
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of his, concerning the Expoſition of Scripture-Phraſes ; 
(t) If the Saying be preceptive, either forbidding a wicked 
Action, or commanding to do that which is good, it is no Fi- 
gurative ſaying. But if it ſcems to command any Villany 
or Wickedneſs, or gf mam what is profitable and good, it is 
Figurative. This ſaying, Except ye eat the Fleſh of the 
Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye have zo Life in you ; 


ſeems to command & villanows or wicked Thing. It is there- 


forea FIGURE, enjoining us to communicate in the Paſſi- 
on of our Lord, and to lay it up in dear and profitable remems- 
brance, that his Fleſh was crucified and wounded for our ſakes. 
The vaſt pains that have been taken to avoid this Teſti- 
mony, are a convincing Argument that Prejudice may 
grow to that ſtrength, as to be invincible. You will con- 
teſs, I doubt not, that this Paſſage fo plainly ſhews St. 4«- 


ſtin's perſuaſion in this Matter, that as it needs no words 


to illuſtrate it,ſo it 1s capable of no Anſwer tothe purpole. 
To come to | conclufion. As I have ſhewn that ſeveral 
Fathers did not underftand the mentioned words of our 
Saviour, as ſpoken of the Euchariſt ; ſo 1 could ſhew, that 
very many DeCtors of the Roman Communion have de- 
clared againſt it ; amongſt whom Cardinal C ajetan, for 
his ſingular Merit, and becauſe I have referred to his Rea- 
ſons in my Notes, ought to be particularly remembred. 
In his Commentary upon V. 53. Verily verily I ſay, &c. 
x = he 


—— 


(t) $i preceptiva eſt locutio aut flagitium aut facinus vetans, aut 
beneticentiam jubens non eft Figurata, Si autem Flagitium aut Faci- 
nus videtur juberi, aut utilitatem aut beneticentiam vetare Figurata elt. 
Niti manducaveritis, inquit, carnem filii hominis & ſanguinem biberi- 
tis, vitam in vobisnon habebitis, Facinus vel Flagitium videtur Ju- 
bere, Figura ergo eſt precipiens Paſſioni Domini efſe communicandum, 
& 1uaviter atqz utiliter in memor!a recondendum, quod caro ejus pro 
nobis crucitixa & vulnerata fit. De Dottring Chriſtians, lib.g.c.16. 
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he comes to ſpeak of a third Sence, wiz. of Sacramental 
eating by worthy Receivers; And, ſays he, the Sexſe is 
« :his ; Except ye really eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man 
&« /n the Sacrament of the Hoſt, and drink his Blood in 
< the Sacrament of the Chalice, you have no Life in yon. 
« So that according to this ſenſe, not only the Sacrament 
© of Baptiſm, but the Sacrament of the Euchariſt alſo, un- 
&« der both kinds is neceſſary to Salvation. But the uſage 
« of the Church is repugnant to this ſenſe, ſince ſhe does 
© not give thE Communion to Infants at all, nor to the 
« People under both kinds ; And not only the Uſage, but 
&< the Doctrine of the Church too, becaule ſhe teaches that 
< tis ſufficient to Salvation, to communicate under the 
&« Species of Bread. And tho' this Authority be ſufficient 
<* to ſhew that the Text does not deliver a Precept of re- 
<« ceiving the Sacrament in both kinds, and conſequently 
&« that it does not deliver a Precept of eating and drinking the 
&« Sacrament of the —nnagge ; yet the Bohemians ——are not 
<« ſatisfied, but produce this Text for themſelves againſt 
< our Uſage and DoQrine,ſaying,that if our Lord had not 
<« treated of receiving the Sacrament in theſe words, he 


 « would not have diſtinguiſhed between eating and drink- 


<« ;zg, leaſt of all between eating the Fleſh, and drinking 
< the Blood ; but ſince he ſo-accurately diſtinguiſheth þe- 
« tween theſe things, he inſinuates his Diſcourſe to be 
<« concerning the reception of the Exchariſt, &c. Burt, 
&« (ays the Cardinal, theſe things are cafily thrown off; by 
<« obſerving that in this very Chapter Jeſs {aid not long 
<« before, He that cometh to me ſhall never hunger," and be 
« that believeth in me ſhall never thirſt. For in theſe words 
&« which, it is plain, do not belong to the Sacrament of the 
« Euchariſt, our Lord clearly diſtinguiſhes Hunger from 
« Thirſt, which is equivalent to his diſtintion between 


* eating and drinking. For Hunger refers to eating, and 
Thirſt 
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* Thirſt to drinking. Therefore from rhe diſtinQtion be- 
* tween eating and drinking, no ſolid Argument can be 
* drawn to inter the Diſcourſe to be of the Sacrament of 
* the Euchariſt. In like manner the diſtinction between 
& Fleſh and Blood, availeth nothing to their Purpoſe, but 
© rather againſt them ; becauſe the Fleſh is not diſtin- 
* guiſhed from the Blood after any ſort, but only as they 
©* are ſeparated ; as Meat from Drink. But 'tis evident, 
| ** that the real ſeparation of the Fleſh and Rood of Chri/t 
| ** inthe Sacrament,is repreſented only ; But 1n the Death of 
* Chriſt it was aCtual, .and according to the thing it lelf. 
* And if it be urged that the Fleſh and the Blood are here 
* diſcourſed of under the Notion of Meat and Drink, and 
* not according to what they were in their own Nature, 
** and that for this Reaſon, the Diſcourſe runs upon the 
** Fleſh in the Sacrament, and the Blood in the Sacrament, 
*© ſeparated one from another. The Anſwer to this is af- 
| * forded by what has been already ſaid, viz. that our 
* Lord had ſpoken of himſelf before, as of one that takes 
w away Hunger, and of one that takes away Thirſt; and 
* yet tis not alſo inferred from hence, that he ſpake of 
* himſelf as under that ſpectes of the Sacrament, whereby 
* he takes away Hunger, and that ſpecies of the Sacrament 
< whereby he takes away Thirſt. For hediſcourſes of the 
* Fleſh and Blood, + which were parted at his Death, 
*as they are to be embraced by the Mind, being the 
« Meat and Drink of the Soul : Becauſe unleſs our Spirit be 
<« ſuſtained by the Death of Chriſt as by Meat, and be 
< delighted with it as with Drink, there is not the Life of 
* the Spirit 1n us. , : | 
And now, Sir, having given you ſo large an account of 
this great Man's Opinion in his own words,I ſhall eontent 
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my ſelf ro ſay in the-general, that if it were needful,others 
might be produced for the {ame ; even Popes, Cardinals, 
Biſhops, and'Dottors, who (as far as F'ean diſcern) were 
for number, as well as quality, not inferior to thoſe who 
maintained the contrary fide before the Council of Trex. 
Nay, that Council it ſelf would have: better informed 
thoſe that told you, the Church has ſtill underftood this 
part of the Chapter as treating'of'the Excharift. There 
were warm Diſcourſes in the Coxgregation between the 
Divines, concerning the Interpretation of. theſe Paſſages : 
But at laſt it was concluded, neither to. affirm nor deny 
them to. be' meant of the'-Enutharift;- but it was agreed 
however to deftly, ' that the neceffity of 'communicarting in 
both kinds could be inferred, ſuppoſing that the Exchariſt 
*was meant; that is to ſay, it was carried by the Majority : 
And to gratify thoſe that thought it was not meant, it was 
to be acknowledged that they -had Fathers and Dofors of 
their Opinion.”\ ' For the Matter, - alt things conſidered, 
was accommodated as well as it could be in theſe words ; 
(a) Nor from that Diſcourſe in'the'6th of St. John i it 


rightly gathered, that the Communion of both kinds -was 
. enjoined by our Lord; however that Diſcourſe be underſtood 
according to the various Interpretations of the Holy Fathers . 


aud Dottors. | 

I doubtT have faid more than enough upon your ſhore 
intimation of that Pretence, that the Charch has always 
interpreted theſe places of the Exchariſt. But I hope you 
will make this conftruQion of it, that Iam one of thoſe 
who bear a due regard to the Authority and Tradition of 
the Univerſal Church, as I believe you to be another. For 


' («) Sed neque ex Sexmone illo apud -Joannem ſexto recte colligitur 
utriuſq3 | ſpeciei communionem a Domino Preceptam efſe, utcung) 
Juxta varias Sanftorum Patrum & DoQtorum Interpretationes intelliga- 


| tur. Conc. Trid, Seff, 21, Cap. 1. 


— NAY 


XXi1 The PREFACE. 
which Reaſon I thought it more needful to remove ſo 
great a Prejudice ;out of your way, as the belief of the 
toreſaid Infinuation — have been. And I am conkfi- 
dent you now ſee that in maintaining the Exchariſt not to 
be intended by our Saviour in any part of this Chapter, 
any more than other parts of Chriſtianity, I am not ob- 
liged to encounter the Authority of AU the Antients, or 
ot the whole Church ; -nay, that in this Matter I do not 
ſo much as entrench upon the Authority of the Council 
of Trent it ſelf. | 

Indeed that Council would have me to believe, that not 
one of the various Interpretations of the Fathers and Do- 
Qors, makes againſt the Communion in,one kind. But 
I hope I may be excuſed, if I cannot believe that which 
ſeveral Men of high Rank in their own Church were not, 
able to believe. | | 

And as for that DoQtrine, that Chriſt is properly eaten 
in the Excharift, I ought to be excuſed too, if I can by no 
means believe it ; or elſe thoſe Fathers muſt be condem- 
ned, who believed the Capernaztes to be a perverſe ſort of 
Men, for turning our Saviour's words in this Chapter, to 
ſo inhumane and abſurd a ſenſe, as if he had exhorted 
them to cat a Man's Fleſh, according to the propriety of 
thoſe words. For no Man can fay, that this 1s either in- 
hamane or abſurd, who believes the : DoQrine of 'Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, and that Chriſt is properly eaten 1in the- 
Exchariſt. | | 

So that for what I can ſee, this Chapter of St. John, - 
inſtead of affording a ſolid Argument. for that Concluſion, 


-when it comes to be well conſidered upon the Grounds of 


Reaſon and Authority, does at laſt yield a 'Terrible Obje- 


ton againft it. 


I have thought of all theſe Things,” with the liberty of 


one that foves Truth, not without due regard to the An- 


Cxent 
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cient Doors of the Church: Our Common Mafter hath 
taught me, ro call no Man'Mafter zpox Earth; yet 1 never 


refuſed rhe help of his dniſters tor guide me into. the. 
knowledg:of his Trath : -And fince I have been able-to: 


uſe that help, T have ftill valued; inthe firſt place, that 


iMſtance which is offered: me from, the: Primitive Biſhops. 


and Fathers.” -And this liberty-I have been encouraged to 


uſe in the Church of Ezgland, not only for judgipg of | 


Points which ihe has not determined, but thoſe alſo which 
ſhe has. And from the bottom of my Heart/Lgiye'thanks 


to Almighty God, that I have had niy Education: inthe 
Communionof a Charch, which at rhe ſame tiine/thar it, 
of Dodtrine 8 Worlhip;decs give+ 
me full liberty to/ inquire all manner of ways, - whether 
ſhe tas dealt ſincerely with me or not. | Undet the Dilci-_ 


preſcribes to-me a Rule 


pline of ſb honeſt a'Church, I truſt that I bave kearg'd to 
be an honeſt Man, © For m_ I am'as-.confident of the 
main Queſtion as TI defire to be, yer I have, and by the 


Grace of God always will have, a quiet reſerve for better- 


Information : And I ſhalt not-count him an Enemy but. a 
Friend, that both''can arid will! diſcover! my. Miftakes: 
For which Reaſon Thave obeyed your Advice, and:agked 
the leaveof niy Superiors, to lerthede plain Thoughts £0 
into the World. And I let them go; much rather deli- 
ring that they may meet with: Contradiftion, than Ap- 
__ in any part, where they ought. to be contra 
dicted. 

Nay, I will not refuſe to make allowance for them 
who cannot oppoſe an Adverſary without Huffing and 
Vanity. If I can ſee that they offer though bur a litrle 
Reaſon, I will readily acknowledg it; or if they offer 
none at all, let them but ſeem to believe what they fay, 
and they ſhall not go without a Reply, 


As 
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As for that ſenſe-which I have (not without good; Au- 
thority ) offered, of thoſe - Paſſages in this Chapter con- 
cerning' the Father's drawing, and giving Men to Chriſt ; 
if it does not equally pleaſe all Perfons, 1 hope they who 
are otherwiſe minded, will not be diſpleaſed with me, 
when I: have dedlared, that _I-ſhallino, longer care for 
it, .when any. Mari {hall Jead my Underſtanding to a 


better. 


Sir, T have but one thing more to ſay ; Let you and I 
obſerve and follow the moral Inſtructions of this Chap-. 
"y ter ; which if all' would do, I am confident none of us, 
| ſhould Tun into ay dangerous Miſtake about the-mean-. 
ing of any part of it. Our Lord hath faid it ; That jf* 

any Man will do his Will, he ſhall know of the 'Do&trine whe- 

ther it be of God...\In. paraphtaſing )our Saviour's Diſ- 
courſes here, I could not but "obſerve how apt. it ,was: 

to infuſe a rely iile honeſt and godly Temper-into the, 

Minds of his Hearers. And therefore for a Concluſion, 

T added to the Paraphraſe, what 1 thought was a ſutable 
Exhortation 3: that whilſt we may happen to diſpute a- 

bout the ſenſe” of ſome more difficult Paſſages .in this 
Chapter, we oy A. make the great Defign of 

it the Subje of 'our Practice. And {ſo CR you 
to the Grace of God, and reſt, 


+I & - 


- Your moſt, &+c: 


The 
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The Sixth Chapter of 


St. J O H N. 


The Argument. 


FI His Chapter begins with a Narrative of the miraculous 

Feeding of Five Thouſand in the Wilderneſs; and 
ronſiteth wholly of thoſe Paſſages that happened upon this oc- 
cafion. The People were ſo overjoyed with the Miracle, that 
they reſolved to.make Jeſus a King ; which he avoided, ad 
ſerretly went to Capernaum. But they not ſo ſatisfied, 
followed him thither the next day, when he took another 
courſe to prevent their Deſign ; and that by reproving 
their worldly-mindedneſs, and by calling them off from! the 
Cares and Pleaſures of this Life, to mind heavenly Things, 
and everlaſting Life; Which ſo turned their Stomachs a- 
gainſt him, that they fell 30 cavil at his Sayings, and to diſ- 
parage his Miraeles, by ſetting up the Manna wherewith 
Moſes had fed their Fathers, againſt his feeding them the 
day before. Whereupon he inculcated two things upon them 
with great earneſtneſs : The one was this, That they might 
gain eternal Life by Him and his Doitrine ; which he there- 
fore called the Bread of Lite, and the Bread that came 
down from Heaven ; and therefore that it was a vain thing 
in them to challenge him with Moſes's giving their Fathers 


that Bread from Heaven, which ſerved only to ſuſtain a mor- 


tal Life. The other was ths, That they had ſufficient evi- 
dence of hu coming from God; but that they believed not, 
| " 


becauſe 


> 
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becauſe of their worldly Prejudices againſt him. Whereupox 
he px - that God OT other. FO Ian. 
effettual care, to convince and (ave them, but ſuch only who 
were diſpoſed to receive the 'Truth by a# honeſt Mind; and 
that himſelf was not bond to conquer the obſlinacy of un- 
teachable Meg, " Notwith{{anding all which, #hey proceedea 
to cavil at his Sayings), t1d betahſe, in alluſion to the Loaves 
he had multiplied, and to that Manna which they _— of, 
he had called himſelf the Bread of Lite : and in purſuance of 
ſuch figurative Speeches, he did alſo expreſs believing in him, 
and truſting in his Death, &«c. by eating his Fleſh, and 
drinking his Blood : They. exclaimed againſt him, as -if_ he 
had, inthe literal ſenſe, offered his Fleſh to be eaten ; ſome 
of his own Diſciples alſo underſlanding him in that manner. 
9 whom indeed he explained himſelf; but for all that, upon 
his free reproof of their inſincerity, they left him. Aud thew 
he proved the conſtancy of his Twelve Apoſtles, permitting 
them alſo to go, if they were not willing to ſtay : ſhewing 
withal that he underſtood who were ſincere, and who were not. 


The Chapter. The Paraphraſe. 
V.1. A Fer theſe 1. J Shall not mention thoſe Mira- 


——_—— 
—_— 


things Fe- cles which Jeſus wrought be- 
ſus went over the - tween the Paſſover laſt men- 


Sea of Galilee, tioned, [Ch. 5. wv. 1.] and that which 


which is the Sea of Was now at hand, [w. 4. of this Ch.] 
Tiberias. ſaving that only of the Loaves; which 
| though it be reported by all the other 
Evanegeliſts, yet they have omitted 

that Diſcourſe upon it which he had 

with the Jews. The occaſion of it 

was this: He went in a Boat with his 

Dilciples over that part of the Lake of 

Genezareth in Galilee, which waſheth 

the City Tiberias, © 2. And 


_ 
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on the Vith Chapter of St. ] OH N. ; 


V.2. Anda great 
multitude followed 
him, becauſe they 
ſaw his Miracles 
which he did upon 
them that were diſ- 
eaſed. 

V. 3. And Jeſus 
went up into 4 
Mountain, and 
there he ſat with 
his Diſciples. 

V.4. And the 
Paſſover, a Feaſt 
of the Jews, was 


nigh. 
_ V.5. When Jeſus 


then lift up his 
eyes, and ſaw 4 
great company come 
to him,he ſaith un- 
to Philip, Whence 
fball we by bread 


that theſe muy. 


eat f 
. V.6. (And thu 
he {aid to prove 
him: for he him- 
ſelf knem what he 
would do) 

V. 7. Philip an- 


ſmered him, Two 
hundred penny- 


worth of bread is 
not ſufficient for 


them 


2. And a great multitude followed. 


him on foot [Mat. 14. 13.] through 
Tiberias, ſome of them being diſcale 


Perſons, whom he cured in the Deſert 


where they overtook him, [ Luke 11, 


L1, ] 
3. And he took his Diſciples with 


him to a Mountain in that Deſert to 


inſtruct them. 


4. But the People now haſtning 
from all parts towards Hieruſalem, be- 
cauſe of the approaching Paifover ; 


5. The Company that came to Je- 
ſ« in this Deſert place, was greatly 
encreaſed ; which he obſerving, was 
deſired by his Apoſtles to ſpeak. to 
them to depart, and to proyide {gf 
themſelves: Whereupon he ſaid #0 
Philip ; Doſt thou think is poſſible to 
procure Meat for this Multitude in 
the Wilderneſs ?  _. Wo 

6. (W hich he ſaid not that he was at 
aloſs what todo, but to prove the Faith 
of the Man, who was none 'ef the 
torwardeſt to believe) [Ch,14. v.9.] 


- 7. Philip not expefting a Miracle, 


an{wered,. All the Stock we haye will 
not buy Bread enough for every one 
of theſe fo much as to taſte a little 


of, 
B 2 8, 9. But 


a OE III P97 
T 
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4 
them, that every 
one of them may 
take a little. 

V. 8. One of his 
Diſciples; Andrew, 
Simon Peters bro- 
ther, ſaith nnto 
him, 

V.g. There is 4 


'lad here,which hath 


five barley loaves, 
and two [mal fiſhes; 
but what are they 
among [o many * 
V. sf And Il, PF 
ſaid, Make the men 
fit down. Now there 
was much graſs in 
the place. So the 


men ſat down in 


#umber about frue 
thouſand. 


'V.11. And Je-. 


ſus took the loaves, 
and when he had 
given thanks, he 
diſtributed to the 
Diſciples, and the 
Diſciples to them 
that were ſet down, 
and likewiſe of the 


fiſhes as much as” 


they would. 
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8, 9. But Andrew preſently inter- 
poſed, ſaying, Thar they had five 
Loaves and twoſmall Fiſhes;by which 
he ſeefned to expe that his Maſter 
would do ſome extraordinary thing, 
but what he knew not, the Proviſion 
being lo very little. 


To, Then Jeſus commanded the 
Twelve, to diſpoſe the Men in order 
upon the Graſs, of which there was 
great plenty at that time of the year, 
[ſee v. 4.] and fo they did, (not di- 
{truſting the event) and found the 
Men to be about five thouſand. 


- T1. And when Jeſus had blefſed the 
little Food that was there,by thanking 
the Great Creator and Preſerver of 
all things; he with his own hands 
delivered ſo many Portions. of it to 
the Twelve, and commanded them 
to divide themſelves to adminiſter to 
the Multitude : And the Bread and 
the Fiſh were ſo marvellouſly encrea- 
ſed as it went through their hands, 
that every one of that great Compa- 


. «-. Ny had as much as he defired to eat. 


12,13. And 


on the VIEh Chapter of $t. FOYN. 5 


V.12. When they 
were filled, he ſaid 
anto his Diſciples, 
gather up the frag- 
wents that remain 
that nothing be loſt. 

-V. 13. Therefore 
they gathered them 


. together, and filled 


twelve baskets with 
the fragments of 
the five barley 


loaves, which re-. 


mained over and 
above unto them 
that had eaten. 


V.14. Then thoſe © 


emen,when they had 
een the miracle 
which Jeſus did, 
ſaid, This is of a 


truth that Prophet 


which was to come 
into the World. 


12,13, And when they acknow- 
ledged that they had eaten enough, 
he bad the Twelve, gather ap the 
Fragments, &c. And every one of 
them tilled his Basket with what was 
letc; ſo that there were twelve Ba{- 
kets full of broken Food, which was 
an evidence of the unqueſtionableneſs 
of the Miracle, and that. no juggle 
had been put upon the. peoples Sto- 
machs, ſince there remained ſo much 
to be {een after they had all caten. 


14. And this Miracle was ſo plam, 
every one of them having his belly fil- 
led with it, that they called to mind 


' [v. 31.] how Moſes gave their Fa- 


thers Manna in the Wilderneſs, and 
foretold: that God would' raiſe. up a 
Prophet like- unto hin out of their 
Brethren; and now they concluded 
that this was that Prophet, and.the 
Perſon that was to deliver them. from 
the Romans, as Moſes. delivered their 
Forefathers from the- Egyptians, &. 
ſince he, as well as Moſes, could, in the 
greateſt extremity ſupply them with 


what Proy1lion they ihould need... + 
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V. 15. When Je- 
ſus therefore per- 
eerved that they 
world come and 
take him by force,to 
make him a King, 
he departed again 


into a monntarn 


himſelf alone. 


V. 16. And when 
Evew mwas mow 
come, his Diſciples 
went down unto 
the Sea, 

V. 17. And en- 
tred into 4a Ship, 
and went over the 


Sea, towards Ca- - 


pernanm, and it 


was now dark, and 


Jeſus was pot come 
to them. - 


V. 18. And the 
Sea aroſe by reaſon 
of a great wind 
that blew. 


15. And of this they talked fo ve- 
hemently, that at laſt they reſolved 
to make him their King, whether he 
would or not ; which Jeſus perceiv- 
ing, he firſt ſent away his own Diſci- 
ples, almoſt forcing them into the 
Boat that brought them thither, and 
promiſed to be with them before they 
came to the other ſide, [ v. 17. Mark 
6. Mat. 14.] And being thus rid of 
his Diſciples, who were pleaſed with 
the Reſolution of the People, and 
ready enough to join with them in it, 
he more eaſily ſatisfied and diſperſed 
the Multitude : and ſo without any 
Followers he returned to the Moun+ 
tain to pray by himſelf. 

16, Now it was juſt about the 


Evening, when the Diſciples came 
down to the Shore, A 


17. And entred into the Boat to go 
over towards Capernaum ; but it grew 
very dark before Jeſs came to them. 


18. And the Sea alſo was tempe- 


ftuous with a contrary Wind, [ Mark 
6. 48. ] , 


19. In- 


on the VIth Chapter of St. JO HN. 7 


:V. 19. So when 
they had rowed a- 
bout five and 
twenty, or thirty 


furlongs, they ſee 


Jeſus walking on 
the Sca, and draw- 
ing nigh unto the 
Ship: and they 


were afraid. 


V. 20. But be 
faith anto them,Tt 


is I,be not afraid. 

V.:21. Them they 
willingly recerved 
him into the Ship, 
and immediately 
the Ship was at the 
land whither they 
went. 

V.22.The day fol- 
lowing, when the 
people which ſtood 
on the other ſide of 
the ſea, ſaw that 
there was no other 
Boat there, ſave 
that one whereinto 
his Diſciples were 
entred, and that 
Teſus went not 
with his Diſciples 
into the Boat, but 
that his Diſciples 
were 20Re away a- 
lone : 


19. Infomuth that their Sails being 
a hinderance to them, they laboured 
hard with their Oars ; and yet by the 


fourth Watch of the Night, they had 


not gained above 25,” or 3o Furlongs ; 
when they ſaw Jeſws walking upon 
the Sea, as if he were paſſing by tlie 
Ship; and not yet knowing him,they 
took 111m for an Apparitton, and were 
afraid, [ Mat. 14. 26.] 

20, 21, But when they knew him, 
they received him gladly, believing 
that all things would go well now he 
was with them: and ſo it proved; 
For though they had made {0 little 
progreſs before, yet now the .Ship 
came preſently to the place whither it 
was bound. 


22, Now the People whom Yeſws 
had fed in the Deſert, were not ſo 
perfe&aly diſperſed, but that many of. 
them kept together till the day fol- 
lowing, and came to the Shore where 
the Difeiples took Ship the evening 
before; and although they knew 
there was no other Boat there, when 
the Diſciples went to Sea, but that 
into which they entred, and that Je- 
ſzs did not go with them ;. | 


23. (Though 
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V. 22. (Howbeit, 


there came - other 
Boats from Tibe- 
rias, nigh unto the 
lace where they 
did ext bread, after 
that the Lord had 
given Thanks) : 
_ V. 24. Whez the 
eople therefore ſaw 
3% OR 
there, neither hu 
Diſciples,they alſo 
took ſhipping, aud 
came to Caperna- 
um; ſeeking for Je- 


HS 


V.25. And when 
they had found him 


vx the other ſide of 


the Sea, they ſaid 
unto him, Rabbi, 


when cameſt thou 
hither ? 


-\V. 26. Jeſus an- 
ſwered them and 
ſaid, Verily, veri- 
ly I ſay unto you, 
Te ſeek me. not be- 
cauſe ye ſaw the 
Miracles, but be- 


cauſe 


_. -. Mt Py 


23. (Though there came other 
Roats from Tiberias afterwards, which 
theſe Men found that morning, near 
the place where the _. Miracle was 
wrought) : | 


24. Yet knowing. that the Diſci- 
ples were gone, and not being able to 
find Jeſus on that ſide, they believed 
he was gone after them, though they 
knew not how, -[ v. 25.] And ſo 
they reſolved .to follow the Diſciples 


in thoſe Boats that were newly come 


from Tiberizs, hoping to find Jeſus 


himſelf with them at Capernaum or 


Bethſaida.. _ 

25. And when they found him, 
they deſired to know by what Miracle 
he got thither ſo ſoon, for they knew 
he went not over with his Diſciples, 
and no other Boat was on the other 
ſide to tranſport him, but thoſe in 


-which they came; and the way .by 
Land, over the Bridg of 'T zber:2s, was 


too far about to get thither in ſo ſhort 
a time, 

26. But Jeſus, without ſatisfyin 
their curiolity in this Matter, turne 
the Diſcourſe to things of greater mo- 
ment,and anſwered them in this man- 
ner : I certainly know that ye do not 
follow me for the true end of thoſe 
Miracles which I work ; v_ is, 

that 


E 


on the VIth Chapter of St. J O HN. 9 


cauſe ye did eat of 
the Loaves, and 


were filled. 


V. 27. Labour 
not for the meat 
which periſheth,but 
for that meat which 
endareth to ever- 
ting life ; which 
the Son of Man 
ſhall give unto you: 
for fu hath God 
the Father ſealed. 


V. 28. Then ſaid 
they unto him, 
What ſhall we do, 
that we might 
work the Works of 
God ? 


V. 29. Jeſus an-- 


ſmered and ſaid 
unto them, 'This is 
the Work of God, 

wu that 


that ye might believe in me, and ob- 
tain Everlaſting Life ; but merely for 
that preſent benefit, which you hope 


to receive by them, as you did yeſter- 


day, when you 4id eat, &c. 

27. But TI hada farther end in feed- 
ing your Bodies, which now I require 
you to mind; and that is, to per- 
ſuade you not to take ſo much pains 
tor the prolonging of a Life which 
will ſhortly *end, as for that Vertue 
and Knowledg which are the Food of 
Souls, and the means of living happi- 
ly for ever, when this Life ſhall be no 
more. You ſhould follow the Son of 
Man for ſuch things as theſe, the Fa- 
ther having ſhewed him to be the Per- 
ſon who ſhould convey theſe Bleſſings 
to the Souls of Men, and that by 
thoſe wonderful Works which hehath 
ſent him to do for the relicf of their 
Bodies. 

28, Theſe Men were ſo ſuddenly 
diſguſted with this ſpiritual DoCtrine, 


that they replied in this manner, We 


'who have the Law of Moſes, do al- 


ready know what Works God re- 
quires; And canſt thou tell us, what 
w1ll be more pleaſing to him than our 
keeping of the Law ? | 

29. Jeſus anſwered, God hath ſent 
his Son into the World, to reveal a 


better DcErine, and to preſcribe a-. 


better Life than Moſes did ; And that 
| C Work 
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that ye believe on Work pleafing to God, and —_—y 
him whom he hath to your Salvation, which you muſt 
ſent. © - do, is in ſhort this, 'To behfieve him 
; whom God hath ſent, and to take his 

Word for your fecurity, in doing all 
; that he requires. 

V. 30. They ſaid 30. Burt they were fo ſtrangely pre- 
therefore anto him, yudiced : a Teſ#,, upon his calling 
What» figs ſheweſt them 0 
thou then, that we World to a Heavenly Life, and a bet- 


ay ſee, and be- ter Hope, that the late Miracle for- 


lieve thee ? what which they had fo exrolted him, [-. 

aoft thon work ? 14. ] was now in their Opinion nc- 
thing at all: And fo they replied to 
him, , as it they had faid; If thou 
pretendeft to a higher Doctrine than 
Moſes taught, why doſt not thou ſhew 
us equai, if not greater Signs and 
Wonders than he wrought, that we 
may ſee them, and believe thee for 
their ſake ? What doſt thou perform 
an{werable to ſuch a mighty Faith, as 
rhou requireſt of us? 


NOTES. 
V. 30. This ſudden turn of theirs was {© ſtrange, that Gretiue does 


' n1ot allow thoſe that ſaid this to be the ſame Perſons that were fed. in 


the Wildernels the day before. But I can lee no reaſon for his Opin'- 
on 3 for the Evangeliſt plainly ſeems to continue the Relation, as of 
the ſame Perſons 3 and it is no unuſual thing for Men, either to keep 
or alter their Perſuafions, as they are led by their Prejudices and Ite- 
reſts. And our Saviour told thoſe that had been fed in the Wildenneſs, 
that they followed him. for worldly Advantages, and not fox inſtruction 
in ſpiritual and heavenly Matters, v. 26. So that tmding themlelves 
d.lapgointed, it was not unlikely that they would fall in their n—_ 
0 


from the ' Cares of this 
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of him. To which we may add, that onc main Deſign of his fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe was to ſhew, that external Evidence was not ſuffi- 
cient to create Faith, without the inward preparation of a ſincere and 
honeſt Mind : Which was very pertinent to the Caſe of thoſe Men who 


| were made confident that Feſws was that Prophet, by the late Miracle, 


till they found that his Doctrine was coutraty to their worldly Aﬀedti- 


ons, For which reaſons. I have choſe to continue the Diſcourſe in the 


Paraphrale,, as the Text ſeems to direct, 5. e. between Jeſw and the 
ſame Perſons that ſpake to him, v. 25. rather than to ſubli:tute other 


Speakers, for which there is neither Authority of the Text, nor any 
need upon the account of avoiding inconvenience. = 


V. 31. Our Fa- 
thers did eat Man- 
24 in the Deſert ; 
as it us written, He 
gave them Bread 
from Heaven to 
eat. 


V. 32. Then Je- 
[as [aitl untothens, 
Verily werily 1 ſay 
w#uto you, Moſes 
gave you wot that 
Breed from Hea- 
Ver ; but my Fa- 
ther giveth you the 
iruc Bread from 
Heaves. 


/ 


21. ”Tis true, that in our need thou 
gaveſt us Bread to cat, making five 
Loaves to ſerve above five Trey of 
us. But what was this to Moſes's 
feeding our Fathers ia the Deſert,who 
were vaſtly many more, and this for 
forty Years, with Maxza alſo, which 
was not earthly Food, . {uch as we ate 


yeſterday, but Bread from Heaven, as 


we are taught in Pſalm 78. 25. 

32. Now the Reply that Jeſus 
made to this, ſuppoſed that theſe Men 
wanted not evidence of his coming 
from God ; and that they ought not 
to compare the Manna which their 
Fathers ate, with the Bread that he 
had given them the day before, but 
rather with that ineſtimable Bleſſing 
which God had now beſtowed upon 
them, in giving his own Son for the 
Life of the World : And in this he 
purſued his conſtant Deſign, of taking 
off their AﬀeQtions from Worldly, 

C 2 and 


. k "ie "= o 0" PIR 
EI Oo "9 4 
a” - = C2 v _- 


- aj = Io 9 5 —_- 


12 . A PARAPHRASE 
- +--- and direting them to Heavenly 
© © Things. For he anſwered them to 
' this effet; Whereas you magnify 
Moſes for giving your Fathers Bread 
from Heaven, 1 tel] you, it came not | 
from that Heaven which is the place « 
of Immortality, but only from that 
Region of the "Air; which, though 
| it be alſo called Heavey, ſhall at laſt 
t | periih with the Earth. But now 
| * God offereth unto you, that which,in 
| the moſt excellent ſenſe, is Heavenly 
+ | Bread, and which indeed comes from 
no place where his Majeſty dwel- | 
leth. _ 

V. 33. For the 33. Whereas alſo you extol __ 
Bread of God is he for preſerving the Lives of ' your Fa- 
that cometh down - thers in the Wilderneſs, ſo long as he | 
from Heaven, and did: you may conſider it was but a 
giveth life unto Life at longeſt, which that Bread 
the World. ſerved to ſuſtain. But he whom God 

hath now ſent from Heaven, is in- 

| deed, and defires therefore to becal- 
led the True Bread, becauſe he can 

eſerve you to Eternal Life. Ang 

: aſtly, the Bread which Moſes gave 
C your Fathers, did indeed {erve a great 
f: many ; yet they were but a wery few 
; in compariſon, for that which I fonk 
of, is ſufficient to give Eternal Life 

_ to the whole World. 


En CY [y 
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: 
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on the VIth Chapter of St. JOHN. 1; 

: V. 34: Then ſaid 34. They replied hereupon ; We 

they. unto him, deſire no other Bread than tis which 

Lord, evermore thou mags, 36 magnifze!t, gtve ns but 

give as.this Bread, ſuch Bread always 2s this, and with- 
bs out all.queſtion'we {hall believe thee. 

F. 34. They are- ſtill the. fame Perſons that ſceak, for there 1s yet 


uo reaſon to ſuppoſe the contrary, And by this faying, it ſeems they 
underttvod Feſies as it he had ſpoken to them of Bread from Heaven, 


in the l.teral aud groſs ſenſe, and by giving: that to'em, from day to - 


day, had promiſed to make them live tor ever-: So that from his latt 
words, they ſeemed to conceive. ſome: better hope of him again, and 
that he would go on to fil their Bellies every day. Theretore they 
ſpake to him now with more reſpe&. So hard it-was even for Jeſ#s 
to bring, them to any underſtanding, or ſenſe-of things that concerned 
their Minds, though he would lead them thereunto, by alluſion to 
things grateful to their Senſes. * And this indeed was the. general tem- 


per of the Fews-in our Saviour's days, who were-alſo in this reſpect ra- 


ther worſe than their Forefathers. It was juſt ſuch another Anſwer 
that the Samaritay Woman made to a like Speech of our Lord, as-yot 
may ſee Ch. 4. 5, 13, 14, 15: | "= 


V. 35. And Jeſus 35. Jeſus anſwered, If you under- 


ſaid unto them, I ſtand me aright,. you have your wiſh. 


am the Bread of TI do not now diſcourſe of thoſe Signs 


Life: He that which you deſire to ſee, before you. 
cometh to me, ſhall believe, (for you have _— 2c | 
e 


never hunger ; and Signs in abundance) but of t 
hethat believethin. - greater Benefits which you will gain 
me, ſhall never by believing in me, than your Fa- 
thirſt. thers had trom Moſes. TI tell: you 
therefore, that I am the Bread of E- 
verlaſting Life : And he that believ- 
eth in me, and ſubmitteth to my Do- 
Qrine, hath the Bread and Water of 
Life, and ſhall bunger and thirſt no 
more : 


f 
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more; for he ſhall need no other 


means of-obtaining Everlaſting Life, 


than to become my Diſciple. 

V. 36. But I 36. Do not think that I take that 
ſaid unto you, that for granted which I ought to prove, 
ye alſo have ſeen for you have already ſeen enough to 
me, and believe convince you that I ſpeak the Truth. 
wot. But as I told you before, { wer. 26.) 

Signs and Miracles will n»t work 
true Faith in you, fo long as you follow 
me for Temporal Benefits, and have 
not learned to prefer Spiritual good 
Things, and Everlaſting Life, above 
Meat and Drink, and all the Enjcy- 
ments of this World whatſoever. 


F. 36. Theſe Perſons, of whom our Lord ſa'd that they believed 
wot. were thoſe very Men, who the day before having. {cen the ara- 


cle which he did, (aid, This is of a truth that Prophet that ſhould 


: Come into the Werld : Whereby it ſhould feem that then they believed, 


but that their Minds were now changed, tho upon _no other reaſon, 


than that they now perceived his great Delign was, to feed their Minds 
-with good Dodtrine, and not to pamper their Bodies. Whit is. a 


plz'm Infrance, how great an hindrance worldly-mindedneſs is to Fruc 


Faith, lnce in this Caſe, the ſame Evidence which convinced theſe 


Men, while they took Qur Saviour to be a Benefador to their Bodies, 
had loſt all its force with them, when they once percerved that his great 


"Buſine(s was, to ſave their Souls, Some alſo of our Lord's Diſciples 


were of this diſpofit cn; and it had the fame effect upon them, 


You may ſee v. 64. | 


=V. 37. All that 37- So that the reaſon why you be- 
the Father giveth lieve me not, is becauſe you are not 
»1e, ſhall come to prepared by a good and honeſt Heart 
me ; and himthat to receive the Truth. And now I 
cometh to me, 1 tell you, that the Father, who would 


will have 


| 
} 
F| 
k 
; 
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will in no wiſe caſt have all to be faved, does not expe 


out, 


that I ſhould givea good account of 
any other Perions, 'but ſuch as are of 
a towardly and teachable difpoſition. 
Theſe he hath committed to my ſpe- 
cial care; and rhey will learn of me, 
and nos one of them ſhalf want means 
requiſite for his ConviCttion atid' Ir- 


ſtruction. But though I came to fave * 


the World, (w. 51.) I am not bonne 
to bring thoſe to Faith and to Saltatt- 
on, that obſticarely fer themſelves a- 
e4inft all chat Evidence which is ſufe 
hcient for honeft Minds. 


F. 37. Tt frems very reaſonable to interpret tlieſe Phraſes of the 
Fathers, giuing ſome ro Chriſt, ard drawing ther, by what our Lord 


fa, v. 26. that theic Mey tollowed him, becaz/6 they did eat of thy 


Lownes ; 5.8. not ixom a lincere delire of learriing, the. Truth, and 4 
aining Eternal Lite, but tor worldly Ends: For on the one fide, the 
Luſls of theſe Men were the cauſe of the.r unbel'ef 3 on the other lide; 
our Saviour ſays, that all who are given and drawn by the Fathesy 
would. believe and become his Diſciples, and none elſe : Therefore the 


Father gives thoſe only to Chriſt, who are prepared by ans honeſt 


Hearr, and will.ngne!s to learn. * The Phraſe is an allafton to what is 
often ſeen among us, z.e. to a Man's committing the care of eduw 
cating a hopeful and promiling Ch 1d, to a wiſe and skilful Malters 
with the expectation of having a good account of him at laſt, Not 
but that'theſe Expretlions alto imply the preparations of the Heart to 
be from the Lord : Neither does this hinder, but that our Lord muſt be 
underſtood to have done what was fit to prepare thoſe whom he found 
ſo averle as ti:eſe Men were. | See Notes on v.45. ] But the meaning, 
ts, that if Men obſftinate]y pertitied in their ſenſual and worldly Pcejn- 
dices 2gaintt the Truth, God had provided no Remedy for fach Men. 
And therefore, as St. Chryſoſtom thews, we muſt not argne in this man- 
ner. If every one whom the Father diaweth, or giveth, conterh to 
Chriſt, and none elſe ; then thoſe mhamrthe Father giveth mr, ave diſ- 

. _ charged 
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charged of all Fault, and cannot juſtly be accuſed. For, fays he,theſe 
are vain words and mere pretences ;, ſince the free- choice of our own 
Wills muſt go to the effetting of thus Matter: For to be taught, and te 


believe, depends much upon our own chuſing. 


V. 23. For I came 
down from Hea- 


ven, not to do my 
own Will, but the 


Will of him that 


ſent me. 

V. 39. And this 
is the Fathers 
Will which hath 
ſent me, that of 
all which he hath 
given me, I ſhould 
loſe nothing, but 
ſhould or” it up 
agajn at the laſt 


38. For in this Matter, as well as 
1nall others, I do what is as much the 
Father's Will,as my own. AndI came 
from Heaven to do it, and cannot de- 
part from it. Obſerve therefore what 
I fay.. 

39. It was his pleaſure to commit 
to my care, all Perſons. of honeſt and 
well-diſpoſed Minds, that not one of 
them ſhould be loſt, but that T ſhould 
doall things which would bring them 
to Faith and Repentance, and ſhould 
take care of their Salvation from the 
Firſt to the Laſt; even till T ſhall 
raiſe them from the Dead at the laft 
Day. 


F. 39. Although the Wicked ſhall be raiſed up at the laſt day, by 


the Power of Jeſus, as well as the Jwit, yet when the Reſurrection is 
imply mentioned, it is commonly underiiood of the Reſurrection to 
Eternal Life, 5. e. the Reſurrection of the Juli, And by ſpeaking of 
this Reſurrection at the laftt Nay, our Lord did now put them out of 
doubt, that he meant not to paniper their Bodies, and to take care for 
their Pleaſures in this Lite 3 but chat he ſpake to them of a better Life 
after this, and the means of attaining it. 


| 
q 


V. 40. And this 40. For it was his Decree atfo, that 
is the Will of him every one who ſeeing the Works that 
that ſent me, that I do, (v. 36.) and attentively conſi- 
every one which dering the Evidence, whereby it ap- 

ſeeth ; pears 
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ſeeth the Son, and pears that I came from God, does 
believeth on him, thereupon believe and follow my Do- 
may have everlaſt- CQtrine ; that he, I ay, ſhould have 
ing life ; and I will Everlaſting Lite, that I ſhould 
raiſe him up at the for that end raiſe him up at the laſt 
laſt day.” Day. Now as my Father doth not 
expect that I ſhould fave any but 
thoſe that believe and obey the Go- 
ſpel ; ſo neither doth he expe&t that 
I ſhould bring any to Faith, but thoſe 
that are of teachable diſpoſitions. But 
if Men obſtinately ſet themſelves to 
oppoſe all means of Conviction and 
Reformation, it was no part, of the 
truſt committed to me by the Father, 
to reclaim them notwithſtanding 

their incorrigibleneſs. 


LF. 40. To ſee Feſw, lignifies the ſame that it does v. 36. #. e. ſee- 
ing his Miracles, and all other Teſtimonies of a Divine Authority that 
were diſcernible in him : Only 8&&g&v ſeems to note an attentive con- 
{ideration of them, which is proper to ingenuous and honeſt Men, and 
will certainly produce Faith. Whereas «we ocxzs, v. 36, may lignity 
that careleſs and ſuperficial fight of his Works, proper to thoſe Men in 
whom prejudice _ prevailed, that they ſaw, and yet believed nor. 
Now that our Saviour does here, and el{ewhere, repeat his Doctrine 
concerning, that #ward Work of God, wit. an honett and godly dif- 
poſition, is an Argument that he laid great fireſs upon it 3 and that in- 
deed this was the main thing they were to take pains with themſelves 
alvut. For the outward = was given them whether they would 
or not 3 but the inward Preparation, without which the outward Evi- 
dence would do them no good at all, muſt in ſome part be their own 
Work as well as God's; which was plain, from Chriſt's ſpeaking to 
them ſo much about it as he did, For if it was not their own fault 
that they were not inwardly prepared 3 and if it was impoſſible for ' 

them to do any thing conſiderable Co it, his reproof had _— 
OMe. - 
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ſomething unreaſonable and unjuſt 3 and if they had ſounderſiood ic, 


they had not been wanting to tel him 10. 


V.41. The Jews 


then murmured at 
him, becanſe he 
ſaid, T' am the 
Bread which came 
down from Hea- 


Ven. 


41. But the People were by no 
means pleaſed with what Jeſzs {aid 


for they expe&ted he would give 


them Bread from Heaven, as Moſes 
had done for their Fathers, (v. 34.) 
but now they plainly perceived, that 
by the Bread of Life coming duwn 


. from Heaven, which he ſpake of, 


V. 42. And they 
ſaid, Is not this 


Jeſus the ſon of 


Toſeph, whoſe Fa- 
ther and Mother we 
know ? how ts it 
then that he ſaith, 
T came down from 
Heaven ? 


V4 
therefore anſwe:e1 
and ſaid unto 
them, . Murmure 

not 


J ſus 


he meant Himſelf and his D_Qtrine, 
(v. 35.) and that inſtead of teeding 
their Bodies, he promiſed them E- 
verlaſting Life; which they were not 
greatly concerned about. And upon 
this diſappointment, they again ſet 
themſelves to diſparage. him all they 
could. | 


42. And {aid one to another, Why 
does this Man, whum we know to 
be the Son of Joſeph and Mary, pre- 
tend ſuch high '1 'ungs of himſelt ? 
How could he cone from Heaven, 
who was born into this World as other 
Men are, and 1n as mean Circumſtan- 
ces as the moſt ? 


43. To theſe Cavils Jeſus 2n- 
ſwered, Do not Ice time, ty ratifin 
difficulties about my Perſon aud Do- 
Ariue ; There is another Work _ 

ies 


a 


on the VIth Chapter of St. ] O H N. 19 


not among your 
ſetves, 


V. 44. No man 
can come to me, ex- 
cept the Father 
which hath ſent 
me, draw him: 
and I will raiſe his 
pat the laſt" day.. 


web 
Ld 


lies upon your hands, which is at 


_ more ſeaſonable and neceſſary 
or. you, than to ftrain for Obje&tions 
againſt what I fay, and that is, to 
mend your Tempers ; to fhake off 
your worldly Spirits ; to make eter- 
nal Life your End, and ſincerely to 
deſire the knowledg of that Way 
which leads to it. 


44. For if you are not thus quali- 
hed, all my Sayings and Works will 
never convince you of the Truth : 
For the Father did not ſend me into 
the World with any other Charge, 
than that I ſhould do what .is' abun+ 
dantly ſufficient to ſave Mea of plain 
Honeſty,andſincere Intention; which 


- Diſpoſitions therefore you ſhould: en- 


deayour after; and if by the Grace 
of : God you/ obtain them, then you 
will readily underſtand and imbrace 


- the Truth. But till then you do but 


entangle your ſelves to no purpole : 


And therefore I adviſe you to leave 


-, off objeQing and diſputing, till you 


/ havelleatnt:plain, Duties, and to be- 
, come honeſt Men. And1I tell you a- 


gain, I will. take care that no ſuch 
Perſons! ſhall want abundant means 
of Conyicionand Salvation, but they 


- ſhall bemy peculiar charge, from the 


time that Ts dhnks ſo di po till T 


ſhall raiſe thein up at the 


{ Day. 
D 2 V. 44. St. 
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I. 44. St. Chryſoftom obſerves, that upon this ſaying the Manichees 
conhidently afhrmed, that m_—_ was in our own power: For, faid 
they, If a Man comes to bim, what needs he to be drawn? But, ſays 
he, this does mot take away all power over our own Aftions, but rather 
ſhews that we ſtand in need of God 5 help, and that net every negligent 
Perſon, but he that takes great pains with humſelf, will come to Chriſt. 


The true 1enſe ot this Verſe, 15 more largely expreſſed in the Para- 
phraſe, and in Notes upon F. 37. 


V. 45. It is writ- 45. And theſe Admoniticns I give 
ten in the Pro- you, are warranted by the Prophers, 
phets, And they who have foretold, that when the 
ſhall be all taught Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall begin to be 
of God. Every eſtabliſhed upon the Earth, Men ſhall 
man therefore that not want any reaſonable means of 
hath heard, and convition for the ſaving of their 
hath learned of the Souls, becauſe God will then vouch- 
Father, cometh wn- ſafe to appear more remarkably to 
70 me. inſtruct Men, than ever he did ſince 

the World began: And therefore if 
= Man remains in Unbelief, or re- 
fuſes to obey, it cannot be for want of 
means to make him wiſe unto Salva- 
tion, but for want of an humble and 
an honeſt Mind, 'and a fincere Inten- 
tion, without which God's fpeaking 
to Men, by his owrt Son, will have 
no ſucceſs upon them, but leave them - 
as bad as they were before. But be- 
cauſe God is a Maſter in whom no- 
thing can be wanting to inſtru& ; 
every one that defireth to know the 
Truth, and to be ſaved, will ſubmit 
to the Dodarine of his Son, and be- 
come his Diſciple. JV. 45- 


Ate. af 
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F. 45. The 54th Chapter of Iſaiah, containeth a deſcription of 
God's gracious Care and Providence over his Church 3 one Inſtance 
whereot, v. 33. isSthis; And al S Children ſhall be taught of, God. 
Which mult needs imp!y thele two things: 1. That would re- 
veal that Truth which the Church thoull profit » And this was emi- 
nently done by the Son of God himſelf coming down from Heaven to 
make 1t known and by the Holy Gholt inſp ring the Apoſtles atter- 
ward. 2, That God would abundantly fatisfy Men by-Divine Teſii- 
monies, that he had ſent his Son into the World for that purpoſe. For 
theſe Reatons, all that believe in Chriſt, are taught at God, Now 
the force of our Saviour's Argument. trom this Prediction, lies in this : 
It God hath promiſed to reveal to Men the knowledg of faving Truth, 
and to convince them that he doth reveal it ; thenno Man to whom 
this Revelation is made. ſhall want ſufficient means of Intiruction and 
Conviction: and conſequently, every Man that is not under the power 
of worldly Luſts and Intereſts, will be effectually wrought upon by 
them. And this freedom from ſuch Prejudices, our Lord here calls 
bearimg and learning of the Father, which is the ſame with being g:- 
wen or drawn to Chriſt, ( the Phraſe uſed befcre) 3 and this intunates 
that it is ſomething we do towards the preparing our felves 3 and that 


. we may alſo hinder it : For Hearing and Learning, are voluntary Acti- 


ons. A Man may ſtop his Ears againſt Inſiraction, and alienate his 
Mind from what is ſuggeſted to him: Therefore ſomething Men may 
do to attain that honelt Heart which the Divine Inſpiration worketh : 


They may alſo quench this Work of the Holy Spirit, The meaning 


of the whole is, as if our Lord had faid; You muſt have God for 
our Maſter, before you can be the Diſciples of the Son : You .muſt 
prepared by thoſe qualities, which there is noneed of a new Reve- 
Htion to teach you, before you are fit to receive that Doctrine which 


the Son brings. And now it is plain, that theſe very Speeches and : 


Reaſonings of our Saviour, tended to prepare them for Conviction 


and Faith : For by ſhewing them the great need of a teachable- Spirit _ 


in hearing and learning of God 3 and what Bleſſings the want of this 
Ditpofition would bereave them of, and. by repeating and inculcating 
upon them, that great Concernment of the Reſurrection at the lat 


Day 3 he did what was moſt proper in it ſelf to diſpoſe them to a better 


Mind, to weaken their Prejudices, and to make them attend to thoſe: 
Tettimonies of his coming from God, which they had already ſeen, 
| infead 
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inſtead of deſiring more Signs, . which in the temper they were in at 
preient, would have done them no good if they had been granted. 


V. 46. Not that 
any man hath ſeen 
the Father, ſave 
he which is of God, 
he hath ſeen the 
Father. 


V. 47. Verity 
verily I ſay unto 
you, He that be- 
lieveth on me hath 


everlaſting life. 


46. The meaning of which Scrip- 
tures is not, that any Man ſhall be 
immediately taught by the Father : 
For the Will of the Father is not thus 
to be manifeſted to any of you, it be- 
ing the Privilege of the only begotten 
Son, intimately to know his Mind, 
without the mediation of any other 
Perſon, [Ch. 1. v. 18. ] 


Take notice therefore of what 


I ſay, The Will of my Father, which 


by me he makes known to you, - is 
this, that he who receiveth my Do» 
frrine, firmly believing it, and ſub- 
mitting his Heart and Soul to it, ſhall 
as ſurely obtain Everlaſting Life, as 
if he were poſleſt of it already, © + 


F. a7. This ſaying of our Saviour, explains all that he ſays about 
the neccflity of eating, &c. ſhewing clearly, that he naeant the be- 
lieving of his Do&rine, and being conformed to it in Heart and Lite. 
For it he that believeth, ſhall obtain Everlaſting Lite ; then he. gateth 
Chriſt, according to his meaning in this Chapter, thathelieveth in hinz 


V. 48. I am that 
Bread of Life. 


48. And therefore, as I told you 


before, you are to look upon me as 


the True Bread of Life, whereof I 


| have! been-ſpeaking- to you; for. I 


came down from Heaven to guide 


 youto Everlaſting Life. 


V. 48. Here 


thers did eat Man- 
na in the wilder- 
neſs, and are dead. 


V. 50. This is the 
Bread which com- 
eth down trom 
| Heaven, that a 
man may eat there- 
of, and not ate. 


V. 49. Your Fa- 


on the VIth Chapter of St. JOHN. 23 


Y..48. Here our Lord calleth himſelf Bread again, thereby imply- 
ing what he afterwards expreſſed, that he is/to be eaten, Now moſt 
certainly. we are-u2 fuch a ſenſe to-eat Chriſt, as that is wherein he is 
Bread. But no Man will fay, that Feſt was, or can be properly Bread 3 
| _ therefore it is not eating him literally and properly that can be here 

meant, but only believing on him, which is by the ſame Figure called 
eating, whereby he called himſelf Bread. 


49. Which ſhould make you con- 
cerned to attend my Inſtructions, in- 
ſtead of deſiring ſuch Bread as M;ſes 
gave your Fathers in the Wilderneſs, 
which ſerved only to ſuſtain a ſhort life 


in this World, for they are long ſince 


dead that ate it, [v. 31, 34.] 

5o. But IT bring you Food from 
Heaven, which whoſoever cateth, it 
{hall preſerve him to everlaſting Lite: 
For 1 bring you a DoQtrine, the be- 
lief and obedience whereof, will avail 
to your Salvation ; and I who bring 
it, am come with the higheſt Autho- 
rity to require your Faith, and with 


Divine Teſtimonies of my Autho- 


rity to juſtify your Faith ; fo that no- 
thing is wanting to ſecure your Salya- 


tion, but forwardneſs on your own. 


parts to eat this Heavenly Food that 
T invite you to feaſt upon,now that it 
is brought down tv you from Heaven, 
and is as near you, as that Bread 
wherewith I ted you yelterday in the 
Wilderneſs. Nothing is wanting, I 
ſay, but that you would think who it 


is that God hath ſent to you, and of 


how 


wv 
—_ 
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how great concern to your Souls that 
Meſlage is which I bring you from 
Heaven, and how ab tly God 
hath teſtified that T am come from 
him to give you Everlaſting Life : 
and that conſidering theſe things, you 
would do like reaſonable Men, believe 
what I ſay, and receive my Doctrine 
into your very Hearts and Souls, and 
give thanks to God for lus unſpealc 
able Gift. 


F - V. 50. This is the firſt place where our Saviour, in purſuance of 
it that Figure of calling himſelf Bread, expreſſeth believing in him, | v. 


35, 47.] by eating him. In the 35th verſ; where he alto calls himtelf 
the Bread of Life, he did not purtue the Figure throughout, by fſay- 
| ing, he that eateth me, but he that cometh to me, 5. e, who is my Diſ- 
f ciple, ſhall never hunger , and, he that believeth on me, (not he that 
| arinketh me ) (hall never thirſt : Which makes it very plain, that by cat- 
| ng, here we are to underliand believing 3 not a corporeal, but a ſpi-- 
ritual Action. And becaule it does not yet appear that he limits the 


F Object of believing, we are therefore to underliand him as ſpeaking of 


| the neceſlity of receiving his whole Doctrine, and ſubmitting to it in 
Heart and Lite z which whoſoever does, ſhall not die, but live eter- 
nally. 


'V. 4%. 3-0 
the living Breaa, 
which came down 
tl from Heaven: If 


any man Eat of 


X - this Bread, he 

ſhall live for ever - 
. and the Bread that 
' T will give, is my 


Fleſh, which I will 


give 


51. And when I tell you, that I 
am the living Bread which came down 
from Heaven, and which he that eateth 
of, ſhall live for ever ; as you are to 
underſtand this with reſpect to all that 
Doctrine which I deliver, ſo eſpecial- 
ly with refpeCt to that part of it, that 
I am come into the World, to lay down 
my Life for the Salvation of Man- 
kind. And as I came for this end, 


ſo 


on the VIth Chapter of St. JOHN, 25 


zive for the 


ſo I will give my = to the Death, 
of the World. 


for the Life of the World ; which is 
an infinitely greater Benefit, than 
either your Fathers received from Mo- 
ſes, when he gave them Manna to 
eat; or than you received from me 
yeſterday, when you were filled with 
that Proviſion I made for your Bodies. 


FP. 51. Without doing great violence to our Saviour's words in this 
place, they cannot be ſo underſtood, as if he promiſed to turn Bread 


into his Fleſh, for the Lite of the World 3 as they muſt ſuppoſe, who 
onld-gro 


w ground the Roman Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation upon this 
place. For if ſome ſuch Change were here to be underſtood, it muſ 
be quite contrary, viz. a change of his Fleſh into Bread; inaſmuch 
as he calls himſelf the living Bread, and ſays, That the Bread nhich 
be would give was his Fleſh, that he would give for the Life of the 
World, It therefore it be inſiſted upon, that the words are to be pro- 
perly underſtood 3 and that therefore a change muſt be ſuppoſed, of 
one Subltarice into another, it muſt not be of Bread into the {ubſtance 
of Chriſt's Fleſh, but of Chriſt's Fleſh into the ſubſtance of Bread : 
which Interpretation I think no Body has ever yet been fo unreaſonable 
as to contend for. What account therefore is to be given of theſe 
words, but this, That our Saviour having hitherto purſued a hgurative 
way-of ſpeaking, upon the occation ſo often mentioned, went on in 


the ſame way ot expreſſion, to lay before them that principal Doctrine 


of the Goſpel, that Chriſt was to die for the Salvation of Mankind : 
which is the plain ſenſe of giving his Fleſh to be Bread for ws + For 
he gave his Fleſh for the Life of the World, when he gave himſelf to 
the Death for us all: And his Fleſh ſo given, is Bread to us, becauſe 
his Death is the means of our living tor ever. 

And whereas Chriſt mentioned the giving of his Fleſh for the Life 
of the World, as a future Thing 3 and likewiſe the giving of his Fleſh 
to be Bread, it does not follow, that becauſe the former was to be per- 
formed upon the Croſs only, therefore the latter was to be performed 
only inthe Euchariſt, This, I fay, does not follow, unleſs it could 
be proved that he promiſed, in thoſe words, to give us his natural Fleſh 
to be eaten properly in the Fuchariſt wo L have ſhewn is impotlible 

[CT] 


Was 
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to be proved from hence. Still therefore we are —_— not 4 
0 corporal, but a ſpiritual eating : And whereas our Vaviour faid, The 
3 Bread which 1 will give is my Fleſh, which I will give for the Life of 
p the World 3 the meaning is this, that his Fleſh ſhall be given for the 
oh Life of the World, once for all, but the Spiritual Food, or Nouriſh- 
| ment, which his Fleſh fo given ſhould afford, would be given cver- 
more, not only in the Euchariſt, but in the whole. miniſtration of the 
Goſpel 3 which holds forth the Death of C briſt to be believed, and of- 
fers the bleſſed Fruits and Advantages therect to all that are diſpoſed to 
partake of them, 

It is alſo objected againſt this Interpretation, That if the Doctrine 
of our Lord's Paſſion, and the believing of it, be here meant 3 no rea- 
ſon can be given, why our Saviour ſhould ſpeak in the Future Tenſe, 
The Bread which I will give, is my Fleſh: Since this Spiritual Food 
was no leſs given before the Incarnation and Paſlion of Chrift, than af- 
terward > For the Patriarchs lived, and were nouriſhed by Faith. And 
h therefore if ſpiritual eating be only intended, Chriſt ſeemed to promiſe 
t; a new thing, which yet he had given of old : So that his Promile is to 
; be underſtood, of giving his natural Fleſh to be eaten, which was ne- 

vir done before the Euchariſt, This is the Objection : And a very 

ſirange one it muſt needs be to him that ſhall contider, 1, That our | 
Saviour ſpeaketh in the Future Tenſe, to the Woman of Samaria, 

F where yet the Expreſſion is acknowledged to be Figurative, and the 

i meaning of it to be believing : Whoſoever drinketh of the Water that 

F. 1 jpail give him, ſball never thirſt ; but the Water that I ſhall give 

; him, | d\& ow |] ſhallbe in him a Well, &c. Now would not this be 

rare arguing, Our Lord ſays, I will give Water: Therefore he Pro- 

miſed ſomething that he had never given before 3 therefore ſpiritual 

drinking, or believing, is not meant, becauſe the Patriarchs believed 

of old, therefore the Promiſe is to be taken literally and properly ? 

And yet this is that very Argument to prove the literal ſenſe in this ver. 

But then, -2, our Lord ſpeaks of the neceſſity of preſent eating his 

| Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, in the 53d and 54th Verſes. And 

us therefore the Argument from the Future Tenſe, to prove that he ſpake '- 

properly of the Exchariſt, is Inſuthcient, 3. Suppoling that all had \ 

been future, and that ſomething, was promited, more than had been þ 

formerly given yet it follows not that Chriſftpake properly of the | 

Euchariſt, much leſs of giving his Fleſh properly to be eaten there. | 

For although the Fathers believed of old, yet the Doctrine of the Paſ- 


{ton 


_ 


0n the VIth Chapter of St. JOHN. . 3z 


fon was never clearly underſtood by the Faithful before our Saviour's 
Time, no nor as yet by his own Diiciples. Our Saviour did now aud 


then mention it, and here he gave them ſome intimations of it, which 


they underſtood not then fo well as they did afterwards. | See Note on 


V.53. | Himſelf faid to them 3 Adany Prophets and righteous Men 
have deſired to ſee thoſe things that ye have ſeen, and have not ſeen 


them ;, and to hear thoſe things that ye hear, and have not heard them, 
Matth. 13. 17. And yet his Diſciples hitherto had attained to a very 
imperfect knowledg of Chriſtianity, to what they had afterwards. 
Although therefore the good Men of old were juſtifted by Faith, and 
{aw the Promiſes afar oft, and had ſome general intimations of the Go- 
ſpel yet whether the particular Objects of our Faith, were not a new 
thing worthy of Chriſt's Promile, I leave indifferent Men to judg. 

Laſtly. It has been faid, That the Natural Fleſh of Chriſt was to be 
given, or offered upon the Croſs ſubſtantially or properly for the Life 
of the World, and therefore the ſame Fleſh was to be given with the 
ſame propriety, to be Bread for us, and to be eaten by us, viz. in 
the Euchariſt, To which I Anſwer, 1. as before, That this arguing 
will conclude more than they delire who urge it. For if the former 
Clauſe is - to be underſtood in the fame {triftneſs and propriety of 
wofds with the latter Clauſe, then the Fleſh of. Chriſt was to become 
Bread properly. For he faid, The Bread which I will give, is my 
Fleſh, But, 2. it is much more reaſonable to underſtand the giving 
of his Fleſh to be Bread, according, to the mcaning of this kind ot 
Expreſſions throughout the whole Diſcourſe : And our Adverfaries do 
acknowledg, that thoſe Paſſages, 1 am the Bread of Life; He that 
tateth of this Bread, ſhall lrve for ever, that is, all -of this kind, 
from. Verl. 32. to this very Clauſe in Verſ., 51, are to be underltood 
of ſpiritual eating, 7. e. of believing. Since therefore our Saviour 
gave no manner of intimation that he changed his ſtile, there is more 
reaſon to interpret thoſe words, of giving bu Fleſh to be Bread, and 
of cating his Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, in a ſenſe agreeable to 
that wherein-cating Him is to be underſtood all along before, than to 
underſtand them properly, that is to ſay, of bodily eating 3 althorigh 
it is the Fleſh of Chriſt which is given to be eaten, that Fleſh which 
was ſubſtantially and properly given for the Life of rhe World. 
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V. 52. The Jews 


therefore ſtrove a- 
mongſt themſelves, 
ſaying, How © can 
this Man give us 
his Flefh to eat ? 


V. 53. Then Je- 
ſus ſaidunto them, 


Verily verily T ſay 


unto you, Exce 
ye eat the Fleſh of 
the Son of Man, 
and arink bis 
Blood, ye have no 
life in you. 
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2, Upon this the Jyws diſputed a- 
PD.4 &r1. afreſh, __ part of 
them taking his laſt words in a groſs 
ſenſe, as if he had promiſed to give 
them his Fleſh to eat with their 
Teeth, and to ſwallow it down their 
'Throats,as their Forefathers had caten 
Manna, and as they had eaten 1n the 
Wilderneſs the day before. And up- 
on this advantage which they thought 
they had againſt him, they exclaimed 
as if he had ſpoken abſurdly and in- 
humanely, and taught his Diſcrples 
to devour Man's Fleſh. 


57. But notwithſtanding this per- 
verſe conſtruCtion of his words, Jeſs 
did not think fit to deliver his mean- 
ing in ſuch proper Expreſſions as 
might avoid all the Cavils of theſe un- 
onfbacdle Men, but deferring for a 
while a further explication of him- 
ſelf, he vehemently repeated his Do- 
Qrine,. under ſuch Expreſſions and 
figurative Speeches, as they had hi- 
therto given him juſt occaſion to uſe ; 
only to ſignify that he was to die a 
vichews and bloody Death for the Sal- 
vation of Mankind : to that Expreſ- 
{fon of eating his Fleſh, he added a- 
nother, of drinking his Blood ; affirm- 
ng, that except they did this, they 
mult not expect Eternal Life, As IM 

e 
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0n the YIth Chapter of St. JO HN. Z 9 
he had ſaid, * Except ye believe the 
** Merit of that Sacrifice which I 
* ſhall offer for the Sinsof the World, 


*and own me for your Saviour, in 
* dying a painful and ignominious 
*« Death for your ſakes, and learn Cha- 
«rity, and Patience, and Humility, 
«and reſignation to the Will of God, 
« by my Sufferings, ye have not Spis 
* ritual, nor ſhall have Eternal Life. 


PF. 53. If itbe asked, Why our Saviour till perſiſted in a figura- 

five and alluſive way of Expreſlion, although he faw their groſs, and 
perhaps wilful miſtake of his former words ? | v.52. | It may be 
anſwered, That he knew good reaſon for it, though the Reaſon be not 
left upon Record, However, a probable conjecture ought to ſuffice in 
fuch a Caſe as this, where the Objeftion is, That no account can be 

iven of it. I anſwer therefore, That our Lord did not think fit to 

ore the ignominious Death he was to ſuffer upon the Croſs, ſo pub= 
Iickly as he foretold his Reſurre&tion. Sometimes he told his Diſciples 
that he was to ſuffer, and be killed, | Matth.'16. ]; but to others he 
intimated it obſcurely, with intention that they might afterwards re- 
member what he ſaid, rater than that they-ſhould underſtand it  pre- 
ſently. © But neither to the Multitude, nor to his Diſciples, did he 
Clearly ſignify the Reaſons and Ends of his Paſſion 3 -this ſeeming to be 
one of thoſe things that they cold not bear now,” but which the Com- 
forter ſhould reveal to them afterward. It may therefore. be ſaid, That 
our Lord did not deliver the Do&rme-concerning the Death he was to 
ſiffer, and the blefled Fruits thereof to all Believers, in fuch-like plain 
words and expreſſions, as I have endeavoured to uſe in the Paraphraſe; 
becauſe he uſed to conceal the former from the People, and referve the 
clear manifeſtation of the latter, till after his Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
ſion, when theſe Sayings would be brought to- remembrance, and bettex 
underſtood than they were at firft, But one may ask, Why did he' not 
at leaſt tell theſe Men, that theſe were- ſtill but Expreflions of ſpiritual 
things, by way of allafion to things ſenſible? To which anſwer, 
That he. did thus explain himſelf to his. Diſciples preſently after, and 


that upon occaſion of this groſs Miſtake, | See Y. 62, 63. ] we” no- 
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thing appears to the contrary, but that this Explication was made in 
the Synagogue, in the hearing of all. But whether it was fo or not, *tis 
ſufficient tor us that he explained himſelf 25 he did to the Diſciples. 

In the mean time, Cardinal Cajetan's Argument, that this place 
cannot be underſtood of the Exchariſt, becaute then it would inter a 
neceility of the Peoples receiving the Cxp, is an Argument ad Homines, 
plain and ſtrong. Neither is it to be avoided, by pretending that 
Chbrift does not ſpeak of the Species either of Bread or Wine, but of 
the Things contained under them 3 and therefore that becauſe whole 
Chriſt is contained: under one kind, the Condition of Eternal Life is 
fultilled, by receiving him under either Kind : | For they that receive 
him under the Species of a Water, or a more] of Bread only, which 
is to be eaten, cannot with any modeſty be faid to drink his Blood ; 
which is yet" made as neceſſary as eating his Fleſh, We grant, that 
eating and drinking being, taken as figurative Expreſſions, do ſignify 
the ſame thing, viz. believing 3 and we fay, that believing, when *tis 
exprefled by eating his Flelh, and drinking his Blood, reters to that 
particular Object of Faith, the Death of Chriſt, fignitied by the ſepa- 
rate mention of his Body and Blood, But eating and drinkzng being 
taken properly, do not tignify the ſame thing. If therefore our Sa- 
viour is to be underſtood properly, of receiving him in the Egcffarift, 
by eating his Fleth, and drinking his Blood : The words are plain, be- 
yond all diſpute, that he is to be received by drinking his Blood there, 
as well as by eating his Fleſh 5 which ſince the Church of Rome denies 
to the Laity 3 the Cardinal had good reaſon not to undex{jand theſe 
words of the Excharift, being concerned, as he was, to, make. the 
belt of all thoſe Utiages which he found tm his Church. And yet I 
doubt this great Man -hath not quite delivered that Church from all 
the Reproot this very Text has for their Hal-Communion. For al- 
though theſe words are not to be underſtood properly of the Eucha- 
rſt ; yet, I think, what Grotius ſays, canngt -be xealonably denied, 
VIZ. that here is a 7'acit Alluſion to the Exchariſt, And if *that be 
true, the Text even thus taken, will condemn their withholding the 
Cup from the Laity, For the Alluſfion muſt conſift in this, that, as 
according to the inftitution of the Euchariſt, the Holy Bread, and Cup, 
were ſeparately taken to ſhew forth the violent death of Chriſt; ſo in 
theſe words of eating his Fleſh, .and drinking his Blood, the believing 
of his meritorious Death, and following the example of his Pati- 


ence, &c, is expreſſed by the ſeparate mention of his Fleſh and Blood, 


and 


——_— 


on the VIth Chapter of St. JOHN. 44 
and therefore of eating the one, and drinking the other. Which allu- 


fion is ſo apt, that E thould not wonder, if it inclines thoſe that inquire 
no further, to believe that our Saviour —_—_— of the Euchariſt, 


But fince the ſeparate taking of the Holy-Bread, and the Holy Cup 'in 
the Exchariſ# on the one lide, and the ſeparate mention of his Fleſh 
and Blood on the other, is that im which the Allution conſiſts, it is ut= 
terly deliroyed by the pretended Concomitance, i.e, by giving the 
Body and Blood, not as ſeparated, but as united 3 or by giving the 
Body and Blood to be eaten 3 not the Fleſh to be eaten, and the Blood 
to be drunk, In ſhort, as our Saviour did Sacramentally repreſent his 
Death, by taking the Holy Bread, and the Holy Cup, ſeparately, and 
giving them ſeparately 3 fo he did in words, alluding to that Sacra- 
ment, - xepreſent the ſame Death, s. e. by the diltint mention of his 
Fletli and his Blood 3 and he repreſented; aVfo the neceſſity of Faith in 
his Death, under the diſtinct Exprettions of eating his Fleſh, and 
drinking his Blood, And therefore they. who in the Euchariſt pretend 
to give both Kinds in one, defiroy the xcaſon why: theſe words allude to 
the Euchariſt. But it they fay, that our Saviour here ſpeaks properly 
of the Exchariſt, nothing can be more evident, than that they openly 
condemn themſelves, in denying that to the People, which. as they lay, 


he required in proper and exprels Terms, and that is, the drinking of 


bis Blood, | 

And in truth, they deſtroy the ſignificancy of the Sacrament, which 
is no otherwiſe a Repreſentation of our Lord's Death, than as it re- 
preſents the ſeparation of his Fleſh and Blood. And then 1 deſire 
them to tell me, how they can be ſaid to commemorate the Death of 
Chriſt, by receiving a Sacrament that ſhews forth the ſeparation of his 
Body and Blood, who- do not receive them ſeparated, but united ? 
St. Paul concluding the End of the Sacrament, from the Inſtitution of 
it, ſaid, As often as ye eat this Bread, and drink_this Cup, ye do ſhew 


the Lord's Death till he come : The Reaſon whereof is exceeding 


plain, viz. becaule the ſeparation of the Blood from the Body,is ſhews, 
by the diſtinct taking of the Bread and the Cup, to eat the one, and 
drink the other. But this Reaſon is ſo confounded by the Half-Come 
union, and the Doctrine of Concomtance, that the Inſtitution is not 
only contradicted, but, 1 fear, the Sacrament is denied to them 
that receive one. Kind only 3 and that they have not ſo much as an 


Half-Communion, ina{much as they do not receive a Sacrament that . 


V. 54. Whoſo 


ſhews the Death of Chrift, 
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'V. 54.Whoſo eat- 54. © But he that is fo far from re. 

eth my Fleſh, and © jeAing me, and being offended at 

drinketh my Blood, © me, becauſe of that painful Death 

hath eternal Life, © which I am to ſuffer, that he doth, 

and Twill raiſe him © on the other hand, receive all that 

up at the left day, © Divine Inſtruction which it does af- 
&« ford, and turns it into ſpiritual Nou- 
&« ri1hment, by learning the high diſ- 
« pleaſure of God againſt Sin, and 
« his infinite Love to Mankind ; and 
« the vanity of this World, and the 
« worth of his own Soul, and the ne- 
& ceſſity of Repentance, and of a 
« Godly Life ; my Death ſhall be to 
« him a means of that Eternal Life, 
« to which I ſhall raiſe him at the 
< laſt day; and this as certainly, as 
© if he were now 1n adual poſſeſſion 
of i. 


I. 54. Becauſe our Lord continues in his Speech, to make a ſeparate 


mention of his Fleſh and Blood 3 it follows, that he till ſpeaks of his: 


Death, and the particular Do&trine concerning his Death, which would 
be entertainec with the greateſt difhculty, viz. that he was a Sacrifice 
for the Sins of the World ;, and therefore a Saviour becauſe crucified; &c. 
The lively belief whereof is, that which our Lord means by eating his 
Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, and not eating and drinking the Sacra- 
nent of his Body and Blood 3 which a Man may do to his condemn1- 
tion. And therefore, although St. Auſtin ſometimes underſtood theſe 
words of the Exchariſt, yet he did not ſo underſtand them, as if every 
one who partakes of the Euchariſt, does alſo Eat the Fleſh, and Drink, 
the Blood of Chriſt , for he manifeſtly denied that the Wicked were 
partakers of the very Body of Chriſt, though they partook of the 
Sacrament of his Body : And yet *tis impoſſible but they muſt do the 
one as well as the other, if it be true, that the proper Subftance ” 

the 


AMC an. 


on the VIth Chapter of St. JOHN. 33 


the Body of Chriſt is in the Sacrament, as the Church of Rome pre- 
tends. . And by conſequence, if. this corporal eating be intended, it 
ſcems clearly to follow, that no Man who [ry ot the Euchariſt can 
be damned : ' which is certainly very falle, and therefore corporal eat- 
ing cannot be meant here, but only fpirirual eating. And to St. Au- 
ftin underſtood it, although he applied theſe words ſometimes to the 
Euchariſt, inaſmuch as he denied that the Wicked do eat the Fleſh, and 
drink the Blood of Chrsſt, although with their Mouths they take che 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood, But becauſe this ſpiritual eating, 
which is neceſſary to Salvation. is by no means confined to the partici- 
pation of the Euchariſt 3 and becauſe many do not partake ſpiritually 
in the Body and Blood of Chriſt, that yet do partake of the Sacrament, 
* Icannot underſtand why our Saviour ſhould {peak here diretly and 
properly of the Euchariſt 3 and therefore 1 adhere to the ſenſe of thoſe 
Fathers who interpret this place, and thoſe that follow, of ſpiritual 


Actions only. 


V. 55. For my 55. © So that the Dofrine concern- 

Fleſh is Meat in- © ing my Sufferings and Death, which 

deed, and my Blood © will give the greateſt offence to Un- 

is drink indeed. « believers, 15 the zoſt excellent Meat 
* and Drizk, becauſe it is the Food of 
« Souls, when *tis received with a 
« firm and efficacious Faith; and will 
« ſecure alſo the ReſurreQion of the 
<« Body to Everlaſting Life. 


F. 55. He continues to diſtinguiſh the Fleſh frongy the Blood, and 
therefore ſtill ſpeaks of his Paſſion, giving ſome kind of preeminence 
to Faith in his Death, above the belief ot other particulax Doctrines, 
though that would be admitted with greateſt difhculty. 


V. 56. He that 56. © And therefore he that be- 
eateth my Fleſh, © lieveth my Death to be a Sacrifice 
and drinketh my © for the Sins of the World, and does 
Blood, dwelleth in © thereby learn that Duty which 1t 


me, and 1 in him. © teacheth, and receive that Comfort 
F which 
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<« which it affordeth, he will love me, 
© and devote himfelf entirely to my 
| Service, becauſe I haye thus hum- 
* bled my ſelf; though that be the 
© reaſon for which ſuch as you will 
* be violently prejudiced againſt me. 
' * And on the other ſide, he ſhall be 
©-peculiarly beloved and cared for by 
© me: For though in love to Man- 
© kind, Tam to be made an Offering 
* for Sin, yet 'tis a particular care I 
. < ſhall expreſs towards thoſe, who 
* have a true ſenſe of my Sufferings 
&« in their behalf, who make a right 
« uſe of them, and return that thank- 
© fulneſs and obedience which their 
« Faith requires. [ 1 Ti. 4. 10.] 


F. 56. His purſuance of the fame Expreſſion, Gill ſhews that he 
fpeaks of the ſame thing, vz. believing his death to be a Sacri- 
ce, &c, And here he intimates, that his Sufferings, which would be 
« Stumbling-block to Unbelievexs, would be an effectual Engagement 
to all good Men to love him 3 and that their fervent Love, and humble 
Gratitude, would be rewarded with his eſpecial Love. For as God's 
dwelling in Men, fignihes his gracious Prefence amongſt them, and his 
delight in doing,them good 3 1ſo their dwelling #2 him, ſiguities their 
Love to him, arld/ conſtant attendance upon the doing of his Will, 
and the delight they have in knowing themſelves to be always in his 


preſence. 


V. 57. As the li- 57. © And one remarkable Expreſ- 
wing Father hath ©fion (and that of weight enough to. . 
ſent me, and Tlive © make you confider > E mf, of 
by the Father: ſo, © my peculiar Love to every ſuch Be- 
be that eateth me; © liever, is what I have told you al- 


even ready 3. 


on the YIeb Chapter of $t. JOHN. 35 


even he ſhall live © ready; and I do earneſtly repeat 


by me. *it again * AsTure as the Father who 
© ſent me, will raiſe me from the 


« Dead ; fo ſurely willI raiſe up every 


* one to-Everhſting' Life; that -be- 
< lieveth my DeQtine, and liveth by. 
© his Faith. 


V. 57. Here ous Lord feems to leave the ſpecial conſideration of his 
Sufferings and Death, and to ſpeak now of his whole Doctrine, as he 
had done before 3 for as by eating his Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, we 
are to underſtand believing the merit and inſtraction of his Death, &c. 


ſo by cating Him, we are taught before | Y. 35, 47, 50, ] to under- 


ſtand believing him. in general, that is, believing all his Doctrine. 


V. 58. This is 58. © Mark therefore what I faid 
that Bread mhich ©toyou [V. 33, 35. ] at firſt, That 
came down from ©Fam that true Bread from Heaven, 
Heaven : not as © wherewith the Manza that your Fa- 
your fathers did eat © thers ate ; and the Bread which you 
Manna, and are ate yeſterday, are not to be compa- 
dead: he that eat © ted:; for they were good for no- 
eth of this Bread, © thing but to preſerve a mortal Life 


| ſhall live for ever. © fora ſhort time ; whereas he that 


* feedeth npon the Word and Do- 

_ * Arine which. hath ſent you 

. . * from, Heaven, ſhall: be raiſed from 

© <the Dead, to aſcend thither,' and to 

| _ _ © live there forever. = ll 

 V.58, Here he (concludes all, with xtimning to the ſame thing, 
anduting the very Exprefions that he tbegatd ithal, [ /. 32, 35 50- 

then which we need'notaclearter proof, that he all along ſpake in the 


ſame ſtile,' and in' clionsof | eating, and drinking, perpetually 
alluded to the Fang nd the Loaves naps Wilderneſs z which gave 
©ccafion to all this Diſcourſe, k, 


F 2 V. 59. Theſe 


_ 
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V. 59. Theſe 


things ſaid he in 


, the Synagogue, as 


he tanght in Ca- 


pernaum. 


'V. 60. Many 
therefore of his 


Diſciples, when . 


they had heard this, 
ſaid, This is an 
hard ſaying, who 


can bear it ? 


59. Theſe things he ſaid publickly 
in the Synagogue at Capernaum,where 


the People, whom he had fed in the 
Wilderneſs, found him, ['Y. 24, 25. ] 


and gave him the occaſion of diſcour- 


ſing 1n this manner, by following him 
for the Loaves, [V.26.]; and (when 
they found themſelves mnt go”, 
by ſetting the eMarna which Moſes 
gave their Fathers, againſt the feed- 
ing ſo many thouſands the day be- 
fore, [/.31.] Andthe great End of 
his Diſcourſe upon this occaſion, was, 
to draw their Minds from worldly, to 
heavenly Things, and to make them 
more deſirous of the ſpiritual and 
heavenly Benefits of his Miracles,than 
of the bodily relief which they had 
found by them. 


Go. But becauſe he expreſſed his 
Mind in this figurative way, and 
was by many underſtood, as if he 
had commended to them the eating of 
his Fleſh, and drinking of his Blood, 
in the literal ſenſe ; therefore many, 
even of thofe that had for ſome time 
followed him, talked amongſt them- 
ſelves, as if theſe Sayings of their 
Maſter, muſt needs be offenſive to the 
Ears of all Perſons that had a ſenſe of 
humanity ; and as for them(lelves,that 
they knew not what to make of them. 

61, Neither 


on the VIth Chapter of St. JOHN. 37 


V. 61, When Je- 


. ſus knew in him- 


ſelf that his Diſci- 

les murmured at 
it, he ſaid unto 
them,Doth this of- 
fend you ? 


V.62, What and © 


if ye ſhall ſee the 
Son of Man aſcend 


up where he was 
before ? 


: V. 63. It is the 
Spirit that quick- 
neth, the Fleſb 
profiteth nothing ; 
The words that I 
fpeak unto you, 
they are Spirt, and 


they are Life. 


61. Neither did they deſire him 
to explain himſelf further ; but he, 
by his Divine Spirit, knowing what 
they muttered amongſt themſelves, 
applied himſelf to them in particular, 


and bl Comny them in this manner 


for taking ſo unreaſonable an offence 
againſt him. 


62. © When you ſhall ſee me a/- 
* cend up to Heaven, it will not ſeem 
* ſtrange that I came down from 
© thence ; -and becauſe even then it 
& will remain neceſſary that you 
* ſhould eat my Fleſh, and drink my 
* Blood; you may be ſure, I do not 
* mean, that groſs feeding upon my 
« Fleſh, and drinking my Blood, in 
« which you underſtand what I have 
*ſaid ; for my Body will then be too 
< far removed from the converſation 
* of mortal Men, to be capable of be- 
* ing lo uſed. h 


63. © No; whenT ſpeak to you of 


< the Conditions of obtaining ever- 


« laſting Liſe, though I have now 


< expreſſed them, by eating my Fleſh, 


« and drinking my Blood ; yet you had 
« reaſon to underſtand me of ſpiritual 
« Ations, which do indeed tend to 
< the bettering of the inward Man. 
* For they are ſuch things only _ 

ced 
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&« feed the Soul, and can preſerve it to 
« Eternal Life : But to this purpoſe, 
&«< che Fleſh profiteth nothing ; No, nor 
© my own Fleſh, if you Id eat 
« as groſly as you underſtand my Say= 
*< ings: For even this. would be but 
* bodity Nouriſhment, but would 
&< have no influence upon the Mind. 
<« But if you would know what thoſe 
<« things are that better the Soul, (and 
« it is my Buftneſs, to call you of 
« from that folieitous care you take of 
9 «your mortal Bodies, to mind your 
+ « Souls, and to: provide for a bleſſed 
'T < RefurreQion) : If, I fay,you would 
h «< know what things are proper for 
} <« the improvement of the Mind,they 
4! &« are the Words that I ſpeak unto you ; 
F « they are thoſe Precepts of a heaven- 
$i « ly Life, and thoſe Promiſes of E- 
i © ternal Life which I have laid before 
| *« you; that Faith which I require 
1 _ < you to have in my Death, and that 
| | < Example of DoQrine, Charity, and 


« Humility, which I require you to 
« follow. Theſe are the flivithal 
«Means of renewing your Minds; 
&< 2nd therefore Means alſo of fitting 


1 « you for Eternal Life. ; 
4 | | | 
% V.61, 62,63, Our Lord perceiving how groſly the Jews, and'ſome R 
[| of his. own Diſciples underſtood thoſe Expretfions, of cating his Flek, 
' aud drinking his Blood, did this occalion explain his own mean- 
# ing as fully as he did to Nicodemw: in the _ of Regeneration. 
+ | For Nicodemus having faid, How can a Han be born when be u old? 


CR v © os gf 4 d 


on the VIth Chapter of St. JOHN. 2g 


Can he emer the ſecond time into bus Mothers Womb and be born ? Fe 
ſr anſwered, Verily verily, I ſay unto thee, excegt « Man be born of 
Water, aud of the Spirit, he cannot enter «nto the Kingdom of God. 
That which i born of- the Fleſh, u Fleſh ;, and that which is born of the 
rity a Spirit. Which was as much as to ſay, © The Fleſh profiteth 

& nothing, ( as here, /,63.) And if you were, by a ſtrange Mira- 
« cle, to be born again the natural way, by this fleſhly Birth you 
< would come again but into a mortal Life 3 but that fleſhly Birth would 
© not avail you for Everlaſting Life. In the very ſame manner our Sa- 

viour repeated, in this Chapter, thoſe Sayings which the Jews, and 
ſome of his own Diſciples, were offended at 3 and in the ſame manner 
he explained them afterwards. 1: is the Spirit that quickpeth ; the Fleſh: 
profiteth nothing: the words that I ſpeak, unto you, they are Spirit, and 
ebey are Life. Which being compared with the Anfwer to Nicodems, 

now mentioned and explained, by the light that Anſwer affords, can 


_ Yield no other meaning, than that which I have expreſſed in the Para- 


© | 
As for the 624 Y. it might be intended as an Anſwer to that par- 
ticular Exception againſt him, mentioned F. 42. that he was the Son 
of Joſeph, and could not therefore reaſonably pretend to come down 
from Heaven : To which if our Lord referred, his words are a proper 
Anſwer, viz. that when they ſhould ſee him aſcend into Heaven, they 
would no longer doubt of the truth of his coming from thence. But 
I rather think thoſe words refer to that great Offence which ſome of his 
own Diſciples took againſt him, that he ſhould ſpeak of their eating of 
his Fleſh, and drinks 
that faw him ___ And when they ſhonid know that he was in 
Heaven, they could not, without great ſtupidity, think that he would 
give them his Fleſh to cat, and his Blood to drink, in that groſs ſenſe 
wherein they underſtood him. However, EF have put both theſe Inter- 
pretations into the Paraphraſe. ! 


V. 64. But there 64. © But no wonder that you 
are ſome of you *wreſt my Sayings to fo abſurd 
that believe not. *a ſenſe as you do; for there are 
For Teſws knew © fome amongſt you that diflike my 
from the begin» © DoQrine, and are grown weary of 
ing, who theywere © following me, and wait for an op- 

that | portunity 


of his Blood : For they were his Diſciples only 


pI 
en 
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| that believed not, 


and who ſhould be- 
tray him. 


V. 65. And he 
ſaid, Therefore ſaid 
T unto you, that no 
247 Can come unto 
me, except it were 


given unto him of 


my Father. 


V. 66. From that 
time many of his 
diſciples went back, 
and walked nomore 
with him. 


V. 67. Then ſaid 
Jeſus unto the 
Twelve,Will ye al- 


ſo go away? 


<« portunity to leave me. For as ſoon 
as any Man profeſſed himſelf his Diſ- 
Ciple, Feſws knew how he ſtood af- 
feed rowards him. And he did 
not only know who of the Multitude 
that followed him would revolt; but 
likewiſe which of his Apoſtles would 
betray him. SeeV. 36. 


65. And Jeſws added, © Becauſe I 
« knew that there were ſome ſuch a- 
«© mongſt you, therefore I thought fit 
*totell you before, ['V. 37, 39, 44-] 
« that -my DoQrine would never be 
© heartily entertained, by any but 
* thoſe whom God had prepared for 
*it, by enduing them with a Mind 
* willing to learn, and with a pre- 
«* vailing deſire of obtaining God's 
« Favour, and Eternal Life. 


66. Upon this cloſe application of 
his Doctrine to the Conſciences of 
thoſe inſincere Diſciples of his ; they 
finding themſelves diſcovered, and 
that it was to no purpoſe todiſſemble, 
reſolved to pretend themſelves his 
Diſciples no longer, and went off 
from him without more ado. 


67. Jeſus ſeeing them turn their 
Backs upon him, took this occaſion, 
both to ſhew that ſome of his Diſ- 
ciples were ſincere, and that he cared 

not 


——  2$———_— 
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on the VIth Chapter of St. JOHN. Ar 
' Not to be followed by any but thoſe 
that were willing ; and therefore he 
faid to the Twelve, You ſee I do not 
compel Men to follow me, but that 
I let them depart if they will go. 
Now what ſay you ? will ye ſtill con- 
tinue my Diſciples, or follow the ex- 
ample of theſe Men, and go away ? 


V. 68. Then Si- 68. Whereupon Peter (who was 
mon Peter an- ſtill the moſt forward Speaker m his 
ſwered him, Lord, Maſter's Cauſe) anſwered for him- 
to whom ſhall we {elf and the reſt ; Lord, our greateſt 
go? Thou haſt the concern is, to attain Eternal Life ; 
words of eternal and there is none other but thy ſelf 
life. | who can guide us to it. And we un- 
| derſtand, that thoſe very Sayings of 

thine, with which theſe Men were 
ſo unreaſonably offended, do ſhew us 
the neceſſity of believing thy Words 


and Doftrine ( as thou didit now tell 


them) [ V.63.] that we may live 
for ever. , 


JV. 68. Thou haſt the words of Eternal Life. This ſaying of 
St. Peter, confirms the Interpretation I have given of V. 63, For here 
he ſeems plainly to repeat our Lord's 'ſenſe almoſt in the ſame words 3 
The Words that I ſpeak, unto you, they are Life ;, or, the Words of 
Eternal Life.: As it St. Peter had faid, We'do not underſtand thee 
in that groſs and abſurd ſenſe to which theſe Men have perverted thy 
Sayings 3 for we perceive 'that thou ſpeakeſt of. thoſe Doctrines and 


Revelations by which we are to be guided to Eternal Lite, - But it 


St. Peter had underſtood our Saviour in that ſenſe wherein the unbe- 
lieving Fews, and his revolted Diſciples underſtood him, St. Peter's 
Anſwer would ſurely have been to this purpoſe > Whatever appearance 


rhere ts of Inhumanity and Contradittion in giving thy Fleth to be 
G eaten, 


: 
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eaten, and thy Blood to be drunk, for the Life of the World; yet we 
belie ve that we ſhall eat thy natural Fleſh, and drink,, &c. becauſe 
thou haſt ſaid it : For though this bard Saying ſtaggered theſe Men 


that are gone off, yet it does not ſtagger us at all, This had been a 
confeſion of Faith ſuitable to the occation, and to the Spirit of St. Pe- 


zer, if he had underſtood our Saviour as the Jews did, At Jeatft he 
would have uſed thoſe very Expreſſions which. our Saviour uſed when 
the Jews took offence ;, 5. e. he would have faid, To whom ſhould we £0 


bus to thee,, whe milt gove us thy fleſh to eat, and thy Blood to drink, 
that we may have Eternal Life * But when he rather choſe to confels 
his Faith in the explanatory words, F. 63. Thou haſt the words of Eter- 
nal Life. 1 think a reaſonable Man muſt acknowledg that St. Perer did 


not underſtand our Saviour's Expreſſions, as the perverſe Jews under- 
frood them. 


V. 69. And we G69. And we have already arrived . 
believe,and areſure to this Faith, by ſeeing thy Mighty 
that thou art that Works, and hearing thy Divine Do- 
Chriſt the Son of @rines ; for by theſe Teſtimonies we 
the living God. are convinced, beyond all doubt, that 

thou art the promifed Meſfſizos ; and 
whereas theſe Men called thee the 
Son of Joſeph, we aſſuredly believe 
that rhou art the Soz of that God who 
giveth Life to All, and will give 
Eternal Life to all that believe in 
thee. And to this Anſwer of Peter's 
all the refit afſented. 


 V.59g. And St, Peter having thus ſhewed: phinly enough, what he 
underitood by the Fleſh and Blood of Jeſu, wiz. his Doctrine, or 
words of Eternal Life ; he ſhews as plainly in this Verſe, what he and 
the reli underltood by eating, viz. belzeving, as Jeſus himiclt had ex- 
plained it before, 7. 47. Therefore, ſays he, Ard we believe, and are 
fare, &c. So that by what St. Peter faid upon this occalion, it ap- 
pears futhciently, that if Fefws had meant the literal and groſs (ente, 
the 72ws and the D.(ciples that for;aok han, underlioed hin) aright 3 


and 
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en the VIth Chapter of St. I O HN. 4} 


and Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles and Diſciples that ſtaid, miſ- 
took him 3 which 'tis certain they did not, becauſe our Saviour ap- 
proved what St. Peter ſaid in the name of all the reſt, And in the in- 
terpretation of our Saviour's words, it is, I believe,more ſafe to follow 
St. Peter, with the approbation of our Saviour, than to follow any of 
his Succeſſors without it. 


V. 70. Jeſus an- 70. But this being ſpoken in the 
ſwered them, Have Name of All : Jeſus, to ſhew that he 
not I choſen you as well underſtood the Hearts of his 
Twelve, and one of Twelve Apoſtles, as he did. of the 
you is a Devil? mulritude of his Diſciples, [ V. 64. ] 

anſwered them to this purpoſe ; What 
one of you hath ſaid in behalf of a5 
is true of All but one. TI have inde 
choſen you Twelve before all my 0- 

_ ther Diſciples, to be my chief Com- 
panions and Miniſters ; but there is 
one of you who already hates me,and 
: —— bent to do me miſ- 
chief. 


V. 71. He ſpake 71. Though he did not mention 
of Judas - Iſcariot TJudas the Traytor, yet he meant him, 
* the Son of Simon : and not any other of the Apoſtles. 
for he it was that 
ſhould betray him, 
being one Of the 
Twelve. 
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THE 
CONCLUSION: 


ND now I heartily beſeech All, into whoſe hands 
A theſe Papers may chance to come, not to think 
that this Chapter is to be done withal, when they 
are once fatisfied what our Lord's meaning was in thoſe 
Expreſſions of Eating him, and the like ; but that they 
would pleaſe to attend to the Reaſon and End of theſe, 
and ſuch kind of Sayings ; which will convince them, I 
doubt not, that this excellent Chapter 1s fit to be thought 
of, and laid to heart every day they live. 

Great pity it 1s, that this Portion of God's Word alſo, 
ſhould come to be a Bone of Contention ; which was de- 
ſigned to beget and improve in the Diſciples of Jeſus, a 
Spirit of true Wiſdom and Piety, and to-eſtabliſh them 
ina Holy Life. 

That which our Lord principally aimed at in all this 
Diſcourſe, was, to make his Hearers concerned in good 
earneſt for their Eternal State, which will at firſt {ight 


appear to any Man that mindeth how often thoſe Sayings 


return, of Everlaſting Life, and living for ever, and be- 
ing raiſed up at the laſt Day. Now this indeed*eemed to 
be his great Deſign 1n almoſt all his Sermons and Appli- 
cations to the People ; from whence we may gather this 
profitable Inftruction, that Men were more or leſs pre- 
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- pared to receive the Truth, as it is in Feſ#s, according as 
they were more or leſs affected with the End of his com- 
ing into the World, which was to bring them to Ever- 
laſting Life. 

But in this Chapter, and in ſome others, there is a pe- 
culiar Inſtruction tending to this purpoſe, which we 
ought all of us very frequently to conſider, .not ſlighting 
it, becauſe it 1s very plain, but making much of it, both 
becaule it is very uſeful, and ſtrongly ſuggeſted by our 
Lord himſelf. And *tis in ſhort this, that the Care we 
are;at, and the Pains we take for: the,Welfare of this 
ſhort Life, ſhould awaken in us a. greater: care and con- 
cern for our Everlaſting Welfare: And that we who 
are ſo thoughtful and.diligent in purſuing our Temporal 
Intereſts, ſhould be aſhamed, and count. our ſelves re- 
proved by our Worldly Cares, if we are not much more 
careful to work out our Salvation. This was the Method 
our Lord took to bring thoſe People to Wiſdom ; and 
| therefore he repreſented to them. the Means and Condi- 
tions of Everlaſting Life, under the Names of thoſe 
Things which their Hearts had hitherto been moſt ſet 
upon, 2. e. Bread, and Eating, .and Drinking. For theſe 
were the Men that had been fed by him the Day before; 
and now. they followed him for the Loaves, that is, in 
hope to reap ſuch. bodily Advantages as theſe from him 
every Day. But to bring them to ſome ſenſe of better 
Things, and to lead.them towards a due eſteem of -that 
End tor which he came into the World, he proceeds in 
his Admonitions, by calling the Spiritual Benefits which 
he had in ſtore for them, Bread, and Food:, and their re- 
ceiving thoſe Benefits, Eating and Drizking ;. ever and 
anon. letting them know, that if they ate and drank of 
that Food, which he. came. to. give them, they ſhould 


live: 
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live for ever. And what was the Inſtruction of this 
way of diſcourſing to them, but that if the bodily Food, 
for which they were ſo ſollicitous, were a valuable En- 
joyment, which yet would ſerve but for the prolongin 

of a mortal Life, how ought they to hunger and thir 
for the Meat whictr would-preſerve them for ever? And 
therefore when he came, itt. the ſame way of ſpeaking, 
to intimate to them thoſe Benefits of his Paſſion, which 
they would better underſtand afterwards, than they 
could at preſent ; He told them, My Fleſh is Meat indeed, 
7d my Blood is Drink indeed; as it he had told them. in 
Plainer words than he thought fit to uſe at that time ; It 
is infinitely more profitable to enjoy the Fruits of my Suffer- 
ings and Death, by being reconciled to God, by forbearing to 
provoke his Juſtice, and by following my Example, than if I 
fold take the ſame care of ,you as long .as TI live, which'T 

did yefterday, when I fed your Bodies by a Mtracle. 

 _ And this indeed Re bevy oo great De- 
ſign in preaching the neceſhity of Faith and Repentanc 

"7 a Fly I to the Proglle under ſo many Fign. 
rative Exprefſions as we find he uſed, viz. to lead them 
by Temporal Things, to the care of Things Eternal, 
and to raife their Minds from Earth to Heaven, by a 
moſt famikar and convincing way of arguing with 
them, from earthly Things themſelves. Therefore if he 
found them valuing themſelves upon their Lzberty, or 
_ careful for Life, or labouring for Wealth, or follicitous for 
Food : He called himfelf ſometimes, aid ſometimes his 
DeErine, and their receiving of it, Liber:y, Life, and 
Treaſure, and Meat, and Drink, as occaſion required : and 
this to let them underſtand, that there was a more real 
Good to be found in Faith and Piety, than in theſe, or any 
other kind of Worldly Advantages ; and that whatever 
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reaſon rhey had to be concerned for theſe tranſtory, En-" 


joyments, they had much more to be careful in receiving 
as they ought, thoſe Spiritual good Things which hecame 


to confer upon them. | . | 
If therefore we will ſuFer ouwſelves to be inſtructed 


by fuch Paffages as theſ= are; moſt of us, I fear, may 


learn, from our concern about the Things of this' World, 


to be aſhamed of our remifnels in providing for a bet- 
ter : Andallof us ſhould learn to reflec very often upon 
Matters of greater Concernment, when we are engaged 
even in the honeft Deſigns. of this Life, and purſuing 
the lawful Buſineſs thereof; and ſo we ſhould in ſome 
meafure preach to our ſelves, as Chriſt once did to his 
Hearers when he was upon Earth. 


And we ſhould not. think that the Fews only had need- | 


of this kind of Inſtrution, who I confeſs had been edu- 
cated under a Lav, that promiſed little elſe beſides Tem 
poral Advantages to thoſe that obſerved it : but that we' 
our ſelves, who know the great Bleſſings promiſed in 
the Goſpel to be Spiritual and Eternal, ftand 1n need alſo 
of fuch Admonitions as theſe are: For the Cares of this 
World, and the Love of its Riches, and: Pleatures, and 
Honours, are asapt to take'hold of us,, as they were of 
the Jews, if we do not take pains to affeCt our ſelves 
deeply with that Truth concerning another Life, which 
our Lord Jef hath revealed ; and to the belief of which 
we have been educated in his Church. And if we have 
lefs prejudice - againſt theſe DoEtrines than the Jews: 
had, and yet are {wallowed up with this World as much 
as they were, we are but the more inexcuſable, So that 
undoubtedly the advantage we have over them, ſhould: 
make us: the more. concerned to lay theſe Things to 
heart ; becauſe. we are {o much: the more. to blame, if 


knowing, 
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knowing theſe Things almoſt from our Infancy, we do 
not practiſe accordingly. BIEN : 

Nay, when the profeſſion of the True Faith does 
bring in Worldly Advantages, there ſeems to be as much 
{ if not more) reaſon © refle&t in this manner upon our 
ſelves, as when nothing was to be gotren by it in this 
World, but the loſs of all Things. We are then doubt- 
leſs to remember, that the Kzngdom of Chriſt is not of 
this World, and that the good things of this Life are not 
the Rewards which he hath promiſed ; but that by ſet- 
ting our Hearts inordinately upon that worldly Eaſe and 
Profit which we- enjoy by the profeſſion of True Chri- 
ſtianity, we are _in_ the way of loſing that Fruit 
thereof which will laſt for ever, and the hope of which 
was all that our Lord uſed to invite Men to become his 
Diſciples. 77 | | 
-" Tf we follow Chriſt for the Loaves, we ſhall forſake 
him when we find our ſelves diſappointed, as the Jews 
at Capernaum did, and take Occaſions and Pretences 1o to 
do as caſily as they, and ſome of his own Diſciples found 
them. - For we are not -to think, that that ſaying, Ex- 
cept: ye_eat the Fleſh, &c. was. the true cauſe of their go- 
ing of from him, but only ſuch a plauſible Occaſion as 
they had a good while waited for. "The reaſon of their 
Offence, at the bottom, was, that they had long fince 
perceived our Saviour was - not likely to fatisfy their 
worldly ExpeQtations, and they did not believe it worth 
their while to follow:him' for a Reward in another Life; 
which Prejudice againſt him, had deſtroyed all their 
Faith ; as he told them himſelf, There are ſome among you 
that believe uot, Verl. 64. They were thoſe that faid, 
Verl. 60. This ts ar hard Saying, who can hear it ? For it is 
not ſaid that "Al, but only, Many of hu Diſciples when 


they 
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they hail heard this, ſaid, This is ax hard, 8c. wiz. T 
that - believe not, Verl. 64. Ee. 'who had followed him 
for worldly Advantages, as the Fews did from the: Wl- 
dernefi to Capernaum © Of whom our Lord faid the ſame 
thing, vis. That they believed not, Verl. 36. For though 
but the Day before. they had acknowledged hin to be the 
Prophet that was to come into: the World; yet finding that 
he was likely to diſappoint their y Hopes, they 
preſently chanfed their Opinion of him. So thar a fin- 
cere Aim at Everlafting Lite, 15 very neceſſary even to- 
wards-a'conftant Belief and Profeffion of the Faith. 

- And much more toa practice an{werable to it ; which 
will, as I ſaid before, be advanced nota little, if we will 
uſe our ſelves to conſider what care we are at for theſe 
mortal Bodies, and this worldly Life ; and what reaſon 
there is tobe incomparably more concerned for a bleſſed 
Reſurre&ion to Eternal Life ; which I make not the leaſt 
doubt, is the great Inftruction we are to learn from theſe 
figurative Diſcourſes of our Bleſſed Saviour. And if we 
conſtantly have it in our Eye, it will not only render the 
weaning of this Chapter very plain, but the reading of it, 
if we ſhould read it every day we live, very »/eful 
tO us. 

And indeed, thoſe parts of God's Word which are 
purpoſely deſigned to work in us a deep Concern for 
Everlaſting Life, ought to be very preſent to our Minds, 
and to dwell richly in us, that we may be always well 
provided to reſift the Temptations of the World. For 
which Reaſon we ſhould often think of thoſe Lefſons of 
- our Saviour; Lay not wp for your ſelves Treaſure upon 
Earth, where Moth and Ruſt doth corrupt, and where Thieves 
break through and ſteal : But 4 for your ſelves Tree. 
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ſure in Heaven, where neither Moth, 8&:c. And, Be not a- 
fraid of them that kill the Bats and after that have no more 
that they can do. But T will forewarsn - whom you ſhall 
fear : Fear him, which after he hath killed, hath power to 
caſt into Hell : yea, T ſay unto you, fear him. And that in 
this Chapter ; Labour not for the Meat which periſheth, 
but for that which endureth to Everlaſting Life, which the 
Sor of Man ſhall give unto you. : 

Which Rules ſeeming at firſt ſight to diſcharge us of all 


care for our Life and Welfare in this World ; St. Chryſo- . 


fom thought it needful to obſerve upon the laſt of them, 
that our Lord did not intend to countenance Lazineſs, 
who himſelf ſaid, It is more Bleſſed to give than to re- 
ceive : And that St. Paul admoniſheth a Man to work with 


his hands the thing that is good, that he may have to give 


to him that needeth. But ſince theſe Exhortations run, as 

if we were to be abſolutely unconcerned about this Life, 
no queſtion but that care of Eternal Life is preſcribed; 
in compariſon to which, our Cares for this World ſhould 
ſem, nothing at all. 'Therefore when we defire our ap- 
pointed Food, we ſhquld think how much more it is our 
Intereſt to huwger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and that 
Meat which endureth to Everlaſting Life And when we 
moſt of all feel the hopes and fears of Things that go no 
farther than this World ; we cannot entertain a better 
thought than this, that if we are ſo much concerned. for 
this Life, how tareful ought we to be not to miſs of Eter- 
nal Salvation ? 

Which kind of RefleQtions are the more neceſſary for 
us, the more deeply we are engaged in this World. For 
wedo not only labour for the Meat that periſhes, that is, 
for juſt enough to ſerve the Neceſſities of Life ; but we 
would be at Eaſe beſide, and live in reaſonable Plenty, and 
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enjoy what is convenient for the Pleaſure, as well as the 


Suſtenance of Life : and they are _ few that know 


when to make an end of multiplying Riches, when once 
they are got into-the way of Encreaſe. But are we thus 
concerned for an End of infinitely greater Moment ? Or 
rather do.not theſe very worldly Cares reprove our neg- 
ligence about better and. greater Things, while perha 

we do no more towards our Salvation, than to avoid the 
Front Sins of all, but take little thought how to grow ir 


race, and in the knowledg of our Lord Jeſws Chriſt ? 
The whole ſtrain of our Saviour's Diſcourſe in this 


' Chapter, naturally leads to ſuch Conſiderations as theſe : 


And if we mind them in good earneft, they will, by the 
Grace of God, moderate our' AﬀeCtions and Cares about 
this World in the firſt place; and then leave all that Con- 
cern for preſent and tranſitory good Things, which we 
cannot be without, as a perpetual Admonition, to be 
much more thoughtful for our Everlaſting Salvation, and 

to make it the greateſt buſineſs of our Lives, by Prayers 
and good Works, to lay up for our ſelves Treaſure in Hea- 
ven, and to lay the ſtreſs of our Comfort whilſt we are 
here, in the joyful- hope of being raiſed up at the laſt day 


to live for ever. Amen. 
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